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Start your own money making business! (<5) 


ee 
Make up to °26" an hour— =F 
even while learning! sz" \ 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 
Easy to learn —Easy to do—Easy on You! 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so No Extra inciuded With Your 

great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular cost! Locksmith Training 

lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as ; al BURGLAR 

millions seek more protection against zooming crime. J ALARM 

Yet there's only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! , end SECURITY 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away aiding Mipsis 


training, Covers 
You're in "business" ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a all phases of 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw's shortcut training Beagle Hale Ip 
Take advantage of today's unprecedented opportunities in servicing and in- 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 


stallation, This 
valuable and 
timely instruction 


we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- inelucéarall special tools and 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw chars 
i i such extensive training in this 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, rapidly extaniding (Hale ws waar tot 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will your Locksmith training 

enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- Bs 
‘imcnartec good jobs, too ADVANCED Locksmithing! 


How to change combinations, in- 


. 4 tall id ice Safe, Vaul 
SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation Dank Sate:Dowuelt Bos locke 


Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw's Master You'll find it fascinating and high- 
Locksmith-approved trainigg can give you the skill you can depend on ly profitable work. 


to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE MORE 
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Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men 30-DAY hen \ —y | ‘ 
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and highly profitable field... " 


“Before enrolling | checked 
other courses and also asked 
for advicg from several 
locksmiths in my area. They 
all said yours was tops 
and has the most 
versatile Key 
Machine. 

“T always 
wanted to be in 
business for myself 
and nowlam... 


"This Pro Key 
Machine can alone 


THIS PRO KEY OF sie et 
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YOURS TO KEEP! & and it won't cost you a pen- 


ny extra with your training. 


Find out all ‘about it! Send for FREE Facts TODAY! 
Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information RUSH 


ah and defails by return mail, DO 1T TODAY! COUPON! 10925 Field Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 64111 
thanks to . 
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10925 FIELD BUILDING 
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FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


FREE 
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David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 


“LT opened my own business, spare 
time, seven months after I enrolled and 
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KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 


() YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 
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“No more hard, nasty work for me. Tells how you quickly Name 
Now I have my own business and with train to be your own boss Address 
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a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” bs eataheecie City 
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It wasn't easy until now! 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up. . . and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight. . . 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


if you don’t think so, just watch what turns 
women’s heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It's a rare fellow who doesn’t want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there’s more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. Itis also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF. 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That's a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can’t go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn’t 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that's just a catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere... . with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.’s, the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 
. .. and thank your lucky stars, it's within sight 
with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it’s so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best. 
And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential. 
Everyone knows that a healthy body brings a healthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels . . . and go out and lick the world. 
Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that's 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude. 
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DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC. Dept. 


P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 
Please send me the amount of ShapeUp indicated in the box to the right. If not 
satisfied, | understand you will refund my money. 
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STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 
Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, at an extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing acoupon. 
You don’t even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 


Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we say or you get a full refund. 
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and handling. |] Send me the 
30-Tablets size : 

Name for $7.95 i 
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City State Zip 60-Tablets size ! 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action and 
excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memorable 
matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some-Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

® Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘‘Starrcade ’83” 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman's 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’s hard-rocking MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@A\l this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ 5.00 postage & handling) 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 


BOX 4 LORDS OF THE RING 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


Please check which format you want () VHS 0 Beta 


Please rush me ______ copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 
$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 
tape | am ordering. 


Name 
Address ———— EEE 
Civ. Se St ED 


et ra pe ne ey ayers ee 


| 
| 
Save $15! ! 
| 
| 
( 
| 
| 
| 
| 


> 1S SD RE CIO We fel Se a GCS ey ce see 


a oe 
= = = 


Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash'’—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At “The Great American Bash’’: 

®@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. lvan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 

@ Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@ Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Arn Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

@Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 
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Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 RINGMASTERS 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 
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Please check which format you want 0 VHS 


Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 
handling) for each tape | am ordering. 

Name 
Address 
City 
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Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American 
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State _ Zip __ 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add! $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 


108 Stitches In Steve Williams Eye/ 


By Eddie Ellner 


gael i A RARE kind of individ- 
ual,”’ Steve Williams is fond of 
saying, in the casual manner one might 
say “‘it’s raining outside’ or ‘I’m 
hungry.”’ Although his nickname, Dr. 
Death, a label he’s had since junior 
high school, and his cavalier attitude 
toward wrestling fans might suggest a 
thinly disguised cockiness, Williams’ 
tone is blank of any braggadocio. 

Because if the truth be known, Steve 
Williams is the rarest kind of individ- 
ual, a scion from an age where bravery 
and courage were taken for granted, 
and a job wasn’t done unless it was 
done well. 

On June 5, in Shreveport, Louisi- 
ana, Steve Williams and Brad Arm- 
strong met in the ring in what prom- 
ised to be a match galvanized with ex- 
citement. Although Williams out- 
weighed Armstrong by over 50 
pounds, Armstrong is renown for his 
intrepid brand of grappling and has 
before defeated men almost twice his 
size. Though the two were not involved 
in a feud of any magnificent dimen- 
sion, their differences were clearly de- 
fined by the basic and irreversible phi- 
losophies of their wrestling styles, 
which was enough to have the capacity 
crowd buzzing in their seats. 


(Continued on page 8) 
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In 7 days 


my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION starts giving you results 
you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful 
muscles. Gain pounds in weight where needed. 


Lose “pot belly.” Take a good honest look at your- 
self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 


to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? th , 


Faces! 
——— 
THAT MAN IS — 
“i 


No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 


“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can (i i tly fae 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know “ ~ “TROPHY 


— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 

... afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World’s Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a ‘“‘magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen 
...a REAL man from head to toe... a 
a man who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What’s my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions. You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 

SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 

7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 
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So sure am I of how fast **Dynamic-Tension™ Gifts 

works that I make this offer to you. Try my course for bed 

for 7 days und in even that short period of time you Pupil. pe TR 
will have results that not only you can feel, but your Outline DO THIS FOR ME! wHaT MUSCLES! Tar 
ar . . . . Buy y 
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For Williams, the match on this 
sticky Wednesday afternoon was but 
the beginning of a long workday. Later 
that day, he and partner Ted DiBiase 
were scheduled to defend their Mid- 
South tag team championship against 
The Fantastics. After the Armstrong 
match, on his way to the hospital, Wil- 
liams related as to how he had wanted 
to get out of the match quickly be- 
cause of the grueling heat and humid- 
ity around the ring. 


66 
Bankers get ulcers 
and high blood 
pressure. I break my 
bones. 


99 


When Armstrong and Williams were 
introduced, the temperature at ring- 
side—sitting in an arena which itself 
was nothing more than a converted 
barn without air-conditioning—and un- 
der the oppressive glare of television 
lights, had reached 105 degrees, but 
rather than slowing down the actions 
on the mat, the heat goaded the men 
into a vigorous pitch of activity. 

In an exchange that occurred mid- 
way through the 20-minute match, and 
which, after examining the films, was 
obviously designed to end things for 
Brad Armstrong, Williams hurled 
Armstrong into the ropes. while he 
bounced into the ropes himself for ad- 
ditional momentum. As they met in 
center ring, Williams left his feet and 
delivered a thundering clothesline to 
Armstrong’s jaw. So powerful was the 
blow that it snapped Armstrong’s arm 
around his head, flailing out his elbow. 
The elbow, now nothing more than an 
unguided missile fueled by the momen- 
tum of Armstrong’s body, flew 
straight into William’s right eye, boring 
a hole through the eye socket. 

Williams’ forward motion carried 
him clear out of the ring, where he 
glanced the same eye on the sharp cor- 
ner of the ring barrier until he finally 
landed hard on to the concrete floor in 
a broken heap. The exchange hap- 
pened with such speed that no one in 
the crowd or any of the officials about 
the ring realized the consequences until 
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STEVE WILLIAMS 


(Continued from page 6) 


“4 During his rulebreak- 
© ing days, Steve “Dr. 
Death” Williams suf- 
fered a terrible eye in- 
Jury in a match 
against Brad Arm- 
strong. One hundred 
eight stitches were 
needed to close the 
wound. Here, Wil- 
lias is examined by 
a doctor shortly after 
the match (left, be- 
low, and bottom). 


«l 
Williams slowly brought himself to his 
feet. 

Where Steve Williams’ face had 
once been, there were now dozens of 
tiny rivulets spouting blood, like grisly 
imitations of Old Faithful. Blood 
caked on to his beard and dripped 
slowly down his chest. Fans around the 
ring, always quick to heckle Dr. 
Death, were now moved to silence. In 
the ring, Armstrong and the referee 
watched Williams with a mixture of 
apprehension and anticipation. 

Williams did nothing except wipe the 
blood from his eyes, shake his head up 
and down, and climb back into the 
ring, where he pinned Brad Armstrong 
three minutes later. 

His eye was split wide open in four 
different places: two gaping cuts above 
the eyelid, one S-shaped slit under the 


(Continued on page 10) 
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SALE! $1,98 


Greatest of century! 
Laugh riot when people don't k 


‘embarrass evaryonal Regular aire glanees with Exclusive 
“ import Bargain 
Make Hirn Move 
» NO C.0.D, Send check or money order (which you can get 
\ Act Life-Like, at post office, bank, drug store), Canadian & foreign 
Seem to Talk, orders must add $2.00 oxtra shipping/handling. Use any | TOTALS 


Sing, Laugh. extra paper If needed. Maney Back Guarantee. 


Camera | Fue =p 16-inch dummy with Control to operate mouth and move Print Name 
Waighs toss then 3 oz. For aur-| ead. No practice needed. “Talks” at once, Make him sit, stand, 
prise, reguier or candid pic-| even dance and act alivel Fully dressed in colorful tailored 
tures. Heavy-duty pleatic con- | Molded plastic. natural finish head Moveable arms and tag: 1 Acdrese Apt 
‘struction. With eyestevel viewfinder. | INCLUDED FREE: 5-Minute Lesson on How to Throw Your 
Voles (With or wrthout dummy), Fool friends as voices seen to 
eocsess come trom under bed. behind doors, #tc. Civ 


State Tip 


eye, and a jagged cut in the corner of 
the eye. 

The doctors who examined and 
eventually sewed 108 stitches into Wil- 
liams’ eye after the match, suggested 
strongly that he take at least three 
weeks off. One doctor implored Wil- 
liams to quit wrestling for a year to 
allow his body to heal. All agreed that 
he had come within a quarter-inch of 
losing the eye completely. 

Later that night, Williams—his eye 
swollen shut—and DiBiase defeated 
The Fantastics, as Williams weakened 
Tommy Fulton with bodyslams before 
giving. way to DiBiase, who scored the 
pin. Despite the injury, Williams con- 
tinued a streak of daily wrestling that 
dated back to June 14, 1984. 

Steve Williams has become some- 
what of an anomaly, even in a profes- 
sion employing men whose trademarks 
are roadmap scars twisting around 
gnarled limbs, men to whom pain is an 
occupational hazard, and where work- 
ing with sprains and concussions is 
more often the rule than not. Steve 
Williams has conquered the excesses of 
his own body, and in the process de- 
fied Mother Nature. “I’ve been differ- 
ent ever since I learned to walk,’’ he 
Says, again, without a glimmer of vani- 
ty, merely stating the obvious. 

That would have been in Denver, 
where Williams was born the youngest 
of four children, three boys and a girl. 
Growing up in the city-mountain ex- 
panse of Denver had an intoxicating 
effect on Williams and his two broth- 
ers, Jerry Jr. and Jeff, and under the 
guiding encouragement of their father, 
Jerry Sr., himself an avid sportsman, 
the boys grew up knowing two things: 
making sure their sister Linda was pro- 
tected from the burgeoning nightlife of 
their fast developing city and sports. 

“Dad thought the healthiest thing in 
the world for his boys was being out- 
doors and playing sports,’ Williams 
recalls. “‘We’ve been playing ball for as 
long as I can remember. Given our 
size, it was pretty obvious what sports 
we were going to play.’ 

Football became the most practical 
choice of the Williams household, as 
each boy weighed over 200 pounds by 
age 14. “‘I learned more about crack- 
back blocks at the dinner table then I 
ever did on the field,’? deadpans 
Williams. 

Williams also wrestled throughout 
junior high and high school, compiling 
an undefeated record in four years 
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STEVE WILLIAMS 
(Continued from page 8) 
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Early in his career, Williams was a ferocious but fearless rulebreaker, as 


- % 


Hector Guerrero can attest to. 


“T’ve been a bad guy my whole life,”’ Williams told Eddie Ellner. These days, however, Dr. Death is 


hearing the cheers of the crowd. 


while earning the nickname ‘Dr. 
Death’’—and also earning the wrath of 
many hostile crowds. 

*“T had busted my nose pretty bad 
playing ball with my brothers,’ he 
said, ‘‘so in order to wrestle I was 
fitted with this big, ugly goalie’s mask. 
I looked like something out of a hor- 
ror movie. One of the assistant coaches 
on the other team yelled out to the 
crowd, ‘Whoa, here comes Dr. Death!’ 
Everybody cracked up. Soon my team 
picked up on the name and I’ve had it 
ever since. 

“T also had the last laugh that day 
since I beat all heck out of the kid I 
was wrestling.”’ 

*““Y’see, I’ve been a bad guy my 
whole life. Sure, my teammates in high 
school and college and the fans 
cheered for me, but everywhere I went 
I always got the loudest boos. In high 


school, I went four years and pinned 
everyone I wrestled except one guy. In 
my last match, at another high school, 
I was introduced and awarded a card- 
board plaque with a bunch of medals 
on them. When they called my 
name—remember now that. I was in 
high school where sportsmanship is 
supposed to be the rule—the fans got 
on their feet and booed me for five 
minutes. I took that darn plaque and 
ripped it to shreds in front of their 
eyes. They loved it, and so did I. The 
boos never bothered me.” 

Jerry Jr. was the first of the broth- 
ers to go off to college, attending Col- 
orado University on a football scholar- 
ship. Jeff followed two years later, ac- 
cepting a full ride to Colorado’s rival, 
Oklahoma. For Steve Williams, 
though, the decision of where to attend 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Deluxe Mini Lock Blade 
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Featuring PWI’s Exclusive Full-Color Coverage Of: 
® WrestleMania 2 

@ Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial Cup Tournament 

® WrestleRock ’86 

@ David Von Erich Memorial Parade Of Champions 
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SGT, SLAUGHTER VS, RIC FLAIR: 


HILE HIS PUBLIC voice is 

strong and vibrant, argu- 
mentative and ringed with author- 
ity, Ivan Koloff’s private voice, 
used sparingly in the sanctum of 
his beautifully appointed home, is 
calm and foreign to his menacing 
visage, its edge softened by the 
familiar surroundings. 

Today, Koloff has good reason 
to be tame. In the morning mail 
arrived a telegram from Moscow, 
from a division sinister in its ano- 
nymity, titled “The Ministry For 
Overseas Protocol,” commending 
Koloff and his nephew Nikita on 
their roles in a saga that has 
matched the strangest of bedfel- 
lows, those dual and overlapping 
worlds of foreign policy and pro- 
fessional wrestling. 

Although the telegram  con- 
tained but 15 words, its carefully 
arranged syntax boomed its mes- 
sage: Comrades Koloff & Koloff— 
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WHY THE 


KREMLIN 
LOVED THIS 
MATCH 


Moscow gloated as two of 
America’s premier talents and 
acknowledged nationalists waged 
war against each other. Can Ric 
Flair and Sgt. Slaughter afford to 
allow I0 pounds of gold to come 
between them and their country? 


Above: Slaughter wins a test of strength and takes 
the NWA champion to the mat. Right: The wily 
Flair lifts Slaughter’s left leg, thereby minimizing 
leverage on the Sarge’s headlock. The two Ameri- 
cans battled evenly—and brutally—throughout 
the contest. 


Stop—Your part in the Ric Flair- 
Sgt. Slaughter affair is acknowl- 
edged—Stop—Blat will be forth- 
coming—End. 


The correspondence was 
signed by Major Alexi Dorbonov, 
who research showed to be noth- 
ing but an errand boy lost in the 
bureaucratic wasteland of the Po- 
litburo, but Koloff was quick to 
explain the real significance of the 
signature. 

“Dorbonov, da, is true, is but a 
hireling back home,” confessed 
Koloff. “But his signature only 
comes with approval from the 
heads. Soviet bureaucracy is very 
complicated, very symbolic. One 
word can be placed in a sentence 
to mean many different things.” 

The telegram, according to Ko- 
loff, exploded with approval. 

“The key to the message is in 
the word ‘blat.’ Blat is rarely used 
in correspondence. Moscow very 
happy with Nikita and |. We are 
happy that they are happy.” 

Dr. Steven Balin, a specialist in 


Russian psyc describes 
“plat” as “a reward system 
unique to the Soviet Union. The 
Russians have designed a system 
that appears to reward people 
without showing favoritism. Al- 
though the whole concept of re- 
ward as motivation for a job well 
done is essentially a capitalistic 
one, the Soviets attribute philo- 

(Continued on page 48) 


Above: Slaughter traps Flair in the corner and 
lashes chops to the champion’s chest and throat. 
Below: Now in control, Flair wants Slaughter 
back in the ring where he hopes to score a conclu- 
sive victory. This match softened both men, and 
put them in jeopardy of losing to wrestlers from 
the Soviet Union, 
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VICTORY 
SPORTS 
SERIES 


* * 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, ‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.” Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 

August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 

September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
Vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
dune 1975/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco. 

August 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 

February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 


Strongbow, Lewin, Brazil. 

March 1976/Stories include: Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 

April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco, 

June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 

August 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 

October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 

November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling II, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
January 1977/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Brisco, Funk, Gagne, 

February 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Funk, Sammartino, Gagne. 

May 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Putski, Sheik, Race. 

Puiguat 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Graham, Mascaras, Lawler. 
September 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 
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March 1978/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 

April 1978/Stories include; Backlund, 
Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser, 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel. 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling II, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund, 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include; Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones, 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan, 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund, 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino, 

September 1979/Stories include: 
Steamboat, Mascaras, Strongbow, 
Garvin. 

October 1979/Stories include: Rich, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Putski, 

November 1979/Stories include; Snuka, 
Heenan, Race, Backlund, 

February 1980/Stories include: Patera, 
Snuka, Santana, Albano, 

March 1980/Stories include: Flair, Rich, 
Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories include: Hogan, Rich, 
Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel. 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 
dre, Hernandez, Keirn. 

July 1980/Stories include; Rhodes, Von 
Erich, Superstar, Blassie. 

August 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Wrestling II, Baker, Koloff. 
September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 
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November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 

February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 

April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammantino Jr., Race, McGraw, 

May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 

June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 

September 1981/Stories include; 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 

February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 

March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, idol, Spoiler. 

April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich, 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 
October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard, 
ec 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 
March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, , 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 

Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton. 

duly 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 


August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 

March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich, 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler, 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include; Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich, 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair, 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Kolofts. 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum TA. 

October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr, 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, The Road 
Warriors 

February 1986/Stories include: Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Express, The Road Warriors, Mulli- 
gan & Windham 

March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Road Warriors vs, The Rus- 
sians, Hillbilly Jim, Rude, Lawler 

ry beth ag ed include:Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 
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Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


February 1975/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, 

June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
raco, Funk, Lawler. 

July 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Sammartino, Race, Rhodes. 

August 1975/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
January 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Putski, Wrestling Il, Rhodes. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 

July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
ting |, Inoki, Von Erich. 

November 1976/Stories include; Sam- 
mantino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 

January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling ll, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories Include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories ee Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinke' 

May 1977/Stories Cae Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hernandez, McDaniel. 

July wily Keele include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Rocca, Mascaras. 

October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammartino, Flair, Snuka. 

November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 

December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 

February 1979/Stories include: Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 
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May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling li, 
Backlund, Sammartino, Andre. 

August 1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 
el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 
entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 
Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 


January 1980/Stories include: Race, 
Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 


F 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Far Diblase, Superstar. 


March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling Il. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 


September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 

Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories include: Patera, 

Rhodes, Wrestling I!, Morales. 

November 1980/Stories inciude: Rich, 

Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 

January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 

tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 

February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 

zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling lI. 

March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 

moans, Blassie, Wrestling Il. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, Flair, Atlas. 

August Leder include: DiBiase, 

Slaughter, Martel, idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 

Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 

January 1982/Stories include: se 

Steamboat, Sullivan ino. 

March 4982/Stories include: Slaughter, 

Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 

strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 

Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 

Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 

Flair, Steamboat. 

A 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 

el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 

September 1982/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 

October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 

Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 

Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 

Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 

Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 

February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 

winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 

Reed, Valiant, Roberts. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 

ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 

Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 

Martel, Brody, Andre. 

fort deceee yng include: Flair, Adonis, 
, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 


Blanchard, Windham, Street. 


1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 


October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 
November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors, 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 
April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes, 
May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 
July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 
August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 

ber 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 
January 1985/Stories include; Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include; War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff, 
March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 
June 1985/Stories include: Rhades, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 
July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

ust 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
august JON! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 
September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories cakes Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 
November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/Stories include: 20th An- 
niversary, 10 Greatest Wrestlers, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Sammartino 
February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndortf, Flair, Hansen 
March 1986/Stories include: Lance Von 
Erich, Duggan, Hansen vs. Martel 
April 1986/Stories include: Kevin Von 


Erich, Rude, Lex Lugar, Hogan, Mag- 
num TA. 
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BOB ONTOI'S TRAGIC MISSION: 
ee 
PAULOMDONAE 


Bob Orton goes on the attack during a recent match against Paul Orndorff. Does Orton really hate Orn- 
dorff, or is he merely a mindless robot following blindly the orders of Rowdy Roddy Piper? The Orn- 
dorff-Orton-Piper feud goes back to WrestleMania 1, in March 1985. 


Orn 
ELSE 


N OF MICE AND MEN, John 
Steinbeck’s bittersweet examina- 
tion of human relationships and re- 
sponsibility, Lenny and George, the 
main characters, demonstrate the 
need we all have for strong compan- 


ionship. Lenny, a lumbering, half-wit, 
is kept in loving tow by the gruff 
and traveled George, who feigns a 
harsh dislike for the responsibility 
that Lenny presents—a responsibility 
he neither asks for nor seems to 
want. 

As the narrative unfolds, we see 
George being forced to use his guile 
and wits to extricate Lenny from po- 
tentially explosive situations that 
Lenny’s childlike inquisitiveness gets 
(Continued on page 20) 


Bob Orton is satisfying Roddy Piper's bloodlust by battling 
his old friend, Paul Orndorff, in a feud manufactured by 
Piper. The question is, does Orton hate Orndorff as much it 
appears, or would he rather hold Mr. Wonderful’s hand 
once again in friendship? 
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PWISKYFLYER 


~~ AFULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 


WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
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THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED T-SHIRT 


A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- 
screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official -Pro Wrestling 
Ilustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED CAP 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wdaring—one size fits all, Only $7.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “SKYFLYER” 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ “Skyflyer” 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 9% 
inches in diameter, Only $5.00 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUMPER STICKER . 
The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 


on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (334 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


THE PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED BUTTON 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 134 inches by 234 inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER: DELUXE SUPERFAN PACKAGE! 


ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT, 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS, AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT’S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 
PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 
BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! 
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Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
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Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 
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Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not sénd coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. | 


DLarge OXLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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him into. At first, the reader can’t 
fathom George's patience or his will- 
ingness to put up with Lenny’s bab- 
bling idiocy. But as the book moves 
toward its conclusion, we under- 
stand that it is George—as much as 
Lenny—who is dependent upon his 
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BOB ORTON 


(Continued from page 18) 


While Orton has dished out punishment in his wars with Orndorff (above left), he has absorbed a lot 


8 


more from “Mr. Wonderful” (above and left). At one time, Orndorff and Orton were the best of 
friends. Many experts feel that Orton would like to befriend Orndorff once again. 


friend. Lenny nourishes George's life 
force by supplying him with purpose 
and self-esteem, without which 
George would become as barren as 
the abandoned fields on which their 
journeys carried them. 

Similiar in theory, although bas- 
tardized by the evil fiber of its char- 
acters, is the triangled relationship 
between Roddy Piper, Paul Orndorff, 
and Cowboy Bob Orton. At one 
time, the three were the wrestling 
equivalent of My Three Sons, so 
close were their loyalties to one an- 
other. With Piper acting as a kind of 
surrogate father, and Orndorff acting 
as the big brother protector to 
Orton, their interaction, although vi- 
olent and sadistic in the ring, was 
almost touching outside of, it. 

It’s been said that the happiest 
day in Bob Orton’s life was the day 
that Paul Orndorff came to the 
WWF. Orton’s relationship with Pip- 
er was much like Lenny’s with 
George. As Piper's bodyguard, he 
was subject to the capriciousness of 


the erratic and moody Scot, and he 
performed his duty without so much 
as a whimper of discontent. “Ace,” 
as Orton became known, was only 
too happy to serve his master, Piper, 
because it imbued him with an air of 
security—Ace was wanted, Ace was 
needed, Ace was loved. 

With the arrival of Orndorff, 
though, the picture changed. Orn- 
dorff befriended Ace, treating him 
with the dignity and respect hé had 
earned before Piper dubbed him 
“Ace.” The two roomed together on 
the road, sharing pizza and_ ball 
games, gossip and beer. 

Orton responded to such atten- 
tion by practically tripping over him- 
self in ensuring Orndorff’s safety in 
the ring—often—or at least this was 
how his paranoia spoke to him—at 
the expense of Roddy Piper. As 
Orton's attention slowly but definite- 
ly shifted to Orndorff, Piper began 
formulating a plot to ditch Mr. 


Wonderful. 
(Continued on page 48) 
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HERE IS NOTHING middle-of- 

the-road about the Von Erich 
family. Since Fritz, the founding fa- 
ther, ravished opponents across the 
United States 20 years ago, the sur- 
name Von Erich has implied intensity, 
commitment to purpose, and a com- 
posite skill second to none. 

Of course, today’s generation of 
Von Erichs are less roughhewn, more 
palatable, and slightly smoother then 
their patriarch. Kerry, Kevin, and Mike 
Von Erich are more inclined toward 
the cheers of the fans, although their 
levels of commitment and skill remain 
in the upper echelons of the sport. 

The toughest battles the Von Erich 
family has fought, however, have oc- 
curred far from the wrestling ring. 
Their tragedy—a tragedy shared with 
their millions of fans—has occurred in 
hospital rooms and backyards, in 
grieving living rooms and funeral hall 
parlors. 

Jack, the oldest child of Fritz and 
Dottie Von Erich, was electrocuted 
while playing in the family’s backyard. 
He was five years old. Their third el- 


A much lighter Mike Von Erich shows the effects 

of his nearly fatal illness a few weeks after leaving 

the hospital. With Mike is World Class announcer 
~ Bill Mercer and Mike’s father, Fritz. _ 


dest child, David, loved throughout the 
wrestling world, passed away in Japan 
two years ago. David was 22. 

Finally there is Mike, the second 
youngest. Several months ago, Mike 
contracted toxic shock syndrome fol- 
lowing an operation on his shoulder. 
His chances of survival were so dim 
that last rites were administered by an 
attending priest. 

In true Von Erich fashion though, 
Mike defied all odds and survived. His 
recovery is now complete and. he has 
begun tentatively working out in the 
hopes of a mid-1986 return to the ring. 
Managing Editor Stu Saks spoke with 
Mike about his iliness, his career, and 
the spectre of death that hangs over his 
family. 


Q: I can’t tell you how good it is to 
see you healthy, Mike. You had 
not only us at the magazine, but 
an entire country rooting for you. 
It’s great to have you back. 

A: Thank you, Stu, I really appreciate 
your kind words. I’ve said it before 
and I mean it now more than ever: 


In his first pro bout, Mike defeated the ringwise 
veteran Skandor Akbar, When Mike returns to 
wrestling, it will be as if he were again competing 
in his first match. 


Without the support of my friends, 
my family, and the fans, I don’t 
know if I would have made it. 
When you’re lying in a_ hospital 
bed with tubes coming out of every 
part of your body, you have to 
latch on to something. I was fortu- 
nate enough to have the love of 


thousands and thousands of peo- 


ple. As far as me being healthy, 


Some highlights 
from Mike’s brief 
career. Top: One 
of Mike’s first sin- 
gles feuds was 
against Jim Gar- 
vin in 1985, 
Right: Although 
only in his rookie 
year, Mike gave 
NWA champion 
Ric Flair a tough 
time in this Dallas 
match, Far right: 
Mike poses with 
the PWI Inspira- 
tional Wrestler of 
the Year plaque 
rom our recent 
year-end awards, 
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Q: 
A: 


es =, mel: 
though, that’s not entirely true. 
Naturally I’m healthier than I was, 
but I’ve still got a long way to go. 
As you can tell, I’ve dropped 
about 60 pounds. I feel like a 


scarecrow. 
How’s the shoulder? 

That’s another problem. It’s still 
sore. It still hurts. The worst thing 
is that it’s kept me out of the gym. 


The doctors have given the okay to 
begin rehabilitation, but the shoul- 
der injury prevents me from lifting 
teal heavy weights. 


: I understand that you want to 


come back to the ring heavier than 
you ever were. 


: That’s correct, Stu. I’m used to 


wrestling at around 220-225. I aim 
to return at around 240. I aim to 
be stronger than ever. Being sick 
like I was is an incredibly sobering 
experience. I lied in bed, helpless, 
for weeks on end. I was so weak 
that someone had to feed me. 
When you’ve been in that position, 
you realize how important your 
health is. Kerry and Kevin are a 
pair of bulls. I aim to get as big as 
them. 


: How did your brothers react to 


your illness? 


: Oh, heck. Those two are about the 


greatest guys in the world. And 
don’t let me forget about my baby 
brother Chris. He was right in 
there the whole time, too. I just 
remember hearing their voices. I 
can remember them saying to me 
‘C'mon, boy, we’re with you, 
Mike. We love you, Mike. Come 
back to us, Mike.’ I think about it 
now I get a lump in my throat. 


: Did you ever think that you 


weren’t going to make it? 
(Continued on page 49) 
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N THE CHILDREN’S story, the 

dragon was undefeated until St. 
George lobbied hard and received a 
title shot. In the fairy tale world of the 
WWE, Ricky “The Dragon’? Steam- 
boat can huff fire and puff brimstone, 
and there is still no way he will steal a 
title match against Hulk Hogan. And 
he can save his breath because Tito 
Santana and his Intercontinental cham- 
pionship is also out of the question. 
And, until recently, the WWF tag 
team championship was beyond 
Steamboat’s reach, too, held as it was 
by fan favorites Barry Windham and 
Mike Rotundo. 

Lured from out of a cushiony semi- 
retirement, opting for the chaotic pitch 
of the ring to the conventional routine 
of a small businessman (Steamboat 
owns and was operating a gym in 
North Carolina), Steamboat was sud- 
denly faced with the grim prospect of 
wrestling only for a paycheck, his 
hopes of garnishing a title practically 
impossible. 

“Ricky Steamboat does not need 
money,’ Lou Albano explained. 
“Ricky has one of those vast business 
minds. He didn’t throw away his mon- 
ey on cars and women. He saved. He 
made investments so sharp that it hurts 
when he tells you about them. He ain’t 
wrestling for any money. He’s wres- 
tling for the glory. He wants one of 
those pretty belts around his waist. 

‘Anyway, let me tell you that I be- 
lieve if Rick Steamboat was not given 


Beefcake goes for a pin, but Steamboat would 
soon kick out and regain the advantage. , 
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Rick Steamboat is the type of wrestler who likes to learn his opponents’ strengths—even if it means ac- 
cepting punishment (above). Steamboat also likes to learn if his opponents have any weaknesses, specifi- 
cally whether Beefcake’s head will withstand a face-first shot into the turnbuckle (below). 


oe es , a S 
Steamboat wanted this singles match against Beefcake because he felt he had to learn his style before he 
selected a regular tag team partner. A kicker/puncher like Beefcake (above) may find it hard to combat 
someone like Junkyard Dog or Pedro Morales. Of course, Steamboat himself is very able to bring Beef- 
cake to his knees (below). 


the opportunity to wrestle for a cham- 
pionship, then he would retire back 
into his life as a master entrepreneur 
and health advocate.”’ 

Fortunately, the wrestling world will 
be treated to Steamboat’s versatile 
skills for a while longer because on 
August 24 Brutus Beefcake and Greg 
Valentine defeated Windham and Ro- 
tundo and captured the WWF tag 
team belts. In the cockeyed world of 
the WWF, the defeat rang with the 
cry, ‘‘Fan Favorites rejoice, the Fan 
Favorites are dead!’ since only with 
the installation of a rulebreaking cham- 
pion could any fan favorites hope to 
obtain a title shot. 

The title turnaround raised new 
hope in the Steamboat camp. Al- 
though the feeling among those close 
to Steamboat is that no one will ever 
replace the late Jay Youngblood, 
Steamboat’s partner during three suc- 
cessful NWA championship reigns, the 
opportunity for the WWF tag team 
title has renewed Steamboat’s 
enthusiasm. 

Steamboat’s efforts to locate a new 
tag team partner have been exhaustive. 
Like a chemist, The Hawaiian has ex- 
perimented with several combinations, 
including himself and the Junkyard 
Dog, Pedro Morales, Tito Santana, 
and Paul Orndorff as potential part- 
ners, searching for the elusive blend 
that would defeat Beefcake and 


Valentine. 
(Continued on page 52) 


Harley Race and Stan Hansen have a combined 3. of wrestling experi- 
ence, but they have never seen a team as awesome as The Road Warriors. 
Hansen is a superb brawler, but he finds going toe to toe with Hawk is a los- 
ing proposition (left). Race.is in pain from a chinlock (above), a basic hold 
made basically agonizing by the super-strong Hawk. Animal holds Race in a 
headlock while yelling instructions to Hawk (below). Race’s head would , 
soon be rammed into Hawk's knee. , 


When Hawk, Animal, and Precious Paul Ellering invite you to 
their table, you’d best refuse the invitation. The Warriors’ 
typical feast is a smorgasbord of violence. To partake of 

simply an appetizer is to risk being crippled permanently! 


ORMER AWA WORLD tag team 

champions The Road Warriors 
have built their career on the devas- 
tation of all tag teams that cross their 
path, When they held the AWA 
belts, the defense of their champion- 
ship title was secondary to the inflic- 
tion of pain and suffering on their 
opponents. 

Shortly before the Warriors lost 
the AWA title, Precious Paul Ellering 
brought Hawk and Animal to Florida 
to wrestle the team of Harley Race 
and Stan Hansen. At the time, Han- 
sen was still a few months away 
from winning the AWA World title 
from Rick Martel. 

In this exclusive story, Ellering, 
Hawk, and Animal each provide 
their own personal perspective on 
that match, and provide a rare 
glimpse into the unique joy that they 
experience as they dish out pain and 
suffering—Road Warrior style! 


Still possessing the heart of a champion, Race gamely climbs to 
his feet despite absorbing a terrible beating (above). Hawk 
taunts a fallen Hansen early in the match (right). Race is dou- 
ble-teamed on the arena floor as Hansen rushes through the 


ropes to come to his partner’s aid (below). 


“J 


Road Warrior Hawk: “Let me tell 
you something. Before the match, 
Paul came up to me and Animal and 
we had our prematch strategy meet- 
ing. Paul reminded us that Harley 
Race was a seven-time NWA World 
champion. He reminded us that Stan 
Hansen was the current Pacific 
Wrestling Federation heavyweight 
champion. He reminded us about 
30 


Race’s strategy and Hansen’s lariat. 
You_know what we said? 

“We don’t care! 

“And we don’t. Because we're the 
toughest team in the sport, and we 
kick butt in places butts have never 
been kicked before. And when they 
leave the ring, they know they've 
been in with the Warriors. 

“Take Race, for example. You 


know something, | can’t figure out 
how he ever won the World title 
seven times. He’s slow, out of shape, 
and has no strength at all. 

“You know, there were two points 
in the match that | really enjoyed. 
One was holding that old man in a 
headlock. | could feel all three of his 
chins buckle under my bicep. And 
all | had to do was flex my arm, and 
my bicep shot into the side of his 
face. And he screamed louder. It 
was music to my ears. 

“And then, when | smashed his 
head into the cornerpost, | thought 
his false teeth would come flying out 
onto the floor. You know what's 
best about that? When his ‘skull 
cracked into the steel post, | could 
feel the vibrations. all the way up 
into my shoulder. That feels better 
to my body than a_postmatch 
rubdown!”” 


HK 


Road Warrior Animal: “You know, 
there’s one thing | like to do in a 
match, and that’s get a good work- 
out. If | can’t get any good challeng- 
ing competition, | might as well get 
some exercise. That’s why | like to 
use these chumps as dead weight 
and do a few presses in the ring 
when | get the chance, 

(Continued on page 54) 


J¥D PUTS THE 


The Junkyard Dog-Terry Funk war is uglier than just a feud between two men who hate each 
other—there are racial overtones to every one of their encounters. JYD pounds Funk’s head 
into the turnbuckle (above) and turns on the pressure on his armtwist (right) in an attempt to 
make Funk pay for all of his insults, 


BITE ON TERRY FUNK 


By Matt Brock 


HE WRESTLING CLASSIC— 

the WWF's entry into the pay- 
per-view cable market—was a 
wild success in terms of pure 
wrestling action. The tournament 
featured the best WWF wrestling | 
have seen in 10 years. It’s format, 
that of drawing the wrestlers’ 
names at random to set up the 
matches, did what years of fan 
and media pressure couldn’t— 
create matchups like Paul Orn- 
dorff vs. Tito Santana and Rick 
Steamboat vs. Davey Boy Smith. 


Junkyard Dog has a score to settle with Terry Funk, one that 
stretches back some 400 years and began when the first black 
natives were kidnapped from their African villages and sold as 

slaves in the New World. It’s a bill that has accrued an interest that 


will be paid in Funk’s blood 
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JYD tosses Funk out of the ring, 
hoping the Texan will fall face- 
first on the concrete floor, Fortu- 
nately for Funk, he grabbed onto 
the ropes and broke his fall in- 
stead of his head, Below: After 
leveling Funk with a roundhouse 
right, the Dog steps back to enjoy 
his opponent’s suffering. The 
usually easygoing JYD wrestles 
like a madman against Funk. 


For most of us who felt the prohi- 
bition on scientific matches was 
as ridiculous as the prohibition on 
alcohol, the Classic that originated 
out of Chicago was welcome 
drama. 

Junkyard Dog won the Classic; 
Terry Funk lost in the first round. 
And their story is what concerns 
me here. 

Terry Funk is a bitter man. He 
carries the same churlish look I’ve 
seen on the faces of on-the-dole 
factory workers, men whose lives 
are colored not by the yellow 
rinse of a sunset or the organic 
rally of spring; men who've 
crapped out their whole lives to 
the numbers nine and five and 
now flounder without direction 
from the time-clock. 

Terry Funk has no right to be 
bitter. He is a former NWA cham- 
pion. He has been the star of 
major network television series. 
He has a wonderfully loving and 
supportive family. He has money 
in the bank, security in his name. 

But he’s bitter. He finds himself 


Action from three different matches: Funk backs 
the Dog into a corner in L.A. (left). Funk’s sleeper 
will only momentarily slow down JYD in this 
match in Toronto (above). Funk smells victory af- 
ter leveling JYD with a foreign object in this New 
Orleans bout (below left). 


a skilled professional in a federa- 
tion where how you dance is of- 
ten more important than how you 
wrestle. It’s hard to keep your 
mind on wrestling when your pro- 
moter is more interested in your 
singing backing vocals than exe- 
cuting backbreakers. Perhaps this 
explains Funk’s wild inconsistency 
in the ring. Just*a week after he 
pinned Junkyard Dog on national 
TV, Funk lost in the opening 
round of the Classic to Moondog 
Spot. That’s right, Moondog Spot. 

Since he’s been in the WWF, 
Funk has brought new meaning 
to the phrase “ignorant, redneck 
slob.” He* has attacked Mel Phil- 
lips, the WWF ring attendent, who 
happens to be black. Funk has 
issued racist slurs at Phillips and 
has physically attacked the man 
with his fists and with a branding 
iron, an item that has become 
something of a _ trademark for 


Funk. 
(Continued on page 55) 
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MAGNUM T.A. 


“I BATTLED FOR MY LIFE- 
AND SAVED MY CAREER!” 


Some say that Magnum 
T.A. was risking his life 
by signing to wrestle 
Abdullah the Butcher 
while he was in the midst 
of a slump. But T.A. 
knew what he was doing 


Late last year, after he lost his U.S. title to Tully 
Blanchard, Magnum T.A. insisted on a match 
against Abdullah the Butcher in hopes of escaping 
from the doldrums. In one of his most vicious 
bouts, T.A. emerged victorious. About the only 
scientific strategy used in this bout was T.A.’s at- 
tempt to keep Abdullah on the mat. TA. used 
any method he could think of—whether legal or 
not—to accomplish this goal (above, above left, 
and left). 


RYING TO MAINTAIN a firm 


grasp on a wrestling champion- 
ship is like playing a game of King 
of the Hill. 

You know the game: A dozen or 
so kids find a.large mound of dirt 
somewhere, and the scramble is on 
to see who can get to the top first. 
Once someone makes it to the top, 
everyone else tries to throw him 
back down to the bottom of the hill 
so that one of them can become 
King of the Hill. Mothers love this 
game when it comes time to do the 
laundry. 

The Rock 'n’ Roll Express have 
been Kings of the Hill twice al- 
ready. They scrambled over Ivan 
Koloff and Krusher Khrushchev on 
July 9, 1985, to become NWA 
World tag team champions. They 
were pushed down to the bottom of 
the hill by lvan and Nikita Koloff 
on October 13, but rebounded 
about six weeks later to regain the 


— 


The Rock ’n’ Roll Express spent much of late-1985 and early-1986 battling the Ko- 
loffs. Rick Morton stares down Ivan Koloff as Robert Gibson holds “The Russian 
Bear” (above left). The surprisingly strong Gibson twists Nikita’s left foot, putting 
great stress on the ankle (above right). Now it’s time for The R ’n’ R’s to begin 


belts from the Koloffs on November 
28 at Starrcade '85. 

Now they’re at the bottom of the 
hill again. The Midnight Express, 
through the interference of their 
manager Jim Cornette, captured 
the title from them on February 2, 
in Atlanta’s Omni. And as Rick 
Morton and Robert Gibson begin to 
brush the dirt from themselves and 
look back to the top of the hill, 
where Dennis Condrey and Bobby 
Eaton and Cornette all stand grin- 
ning smugly, they find that there 
are a lot of powerful teams blocking 
their way to the top: 

The Road Warriors. Currently 
splitting their time between the 
NWA and the AWA, the Legion of 
Doom is presently without a cham- 
pionship—and would certainly like 
to add the NWA title to their re- 
sume. One factor in the Rock 'n’ 
Rolls’ favor is that Hawk and Ani- 
mal are looking to battle the Koloffs 
and Khrushchev before anyone 
else. Then again, there may well be 
some professional jealousy between 
Paul Ellering and Jim Cornette. 


their quest for a tag team title all over again. 


Both men manage top tag teams, 
and both men are intensely pride- 
ful. Ellering’s 1984 win as Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated Manager of the 
Year was fated to be but a streak of 
one, as Cornette captured the hon- 
or in 1985. Should Ellering choose 
to make a determined move toward 
the NWA tag title, he could effec- 
tively tie up the Midnights for 
months, and shut Morton and Gib- 
son out of the title picture 
completely. 

Dusty Rhodes & Magnum T.A. 
“America’s Team’’ has remained 
active, despite Rhoxies’ feud with 
Tully Blanchard and Ric Flair and 
T.A.’s battles with Blanchard and 
Arn Anderson. Now that the 
Rhodes-Flair and T.A.-Blanchard 
feuds seem to be winding down, 
the tirne is ripe for ‘‘America’s 
Te ' to move full force into regu- 
la) tag team competition, and 
there’s nic better target for them 
than the M. {nights and the NWA 
World tag title. As with the War- 
riors, a concerted effort by Rhodes 
and Magnum would help shut Mor- 
ton and Gibson out of the title pic- 

(Continued on page 64) 


39 


A CROOKED ¥i\333;(13 
BROUGHT 
TO JUSTICE! 


N CERTAIN SUMMER nights 

in Memphis, you can smell 
emotions. This has nothing to do 
with the toxins in the air (mild by 
urban standards) or the sludge in 
the Mississippi. Meteorological con- 
ditions have nothing to do with the 
marriage of heat and joy, of sweat 
and apprehension, of honor and 
evil; the moist nights are alive and 
breathing, and you can’t run away 
from a damn thing. 

Jerry Lawler took a whiff of the 
Memphis night and it nearly 
choked him. Responsibility and 
foreboding coursed through his 
lungs and he was tempted to return 
indoors. For an instant, he was 
struck with the vision of retreating 
to his lushly carpeted den, unplug- 
ging the phone, and shutting the 
world away. He blinked, then 
blinked again, and gamely put one 
foot in front of the other toward the 
driveway. No, he had to go through 
with it. 

Breathing freely now, Lawler 
climbed into his Lincoln Continen- 
tal and slammed the door. He 
slapped a cassette into the tape 
deck, a special tape he had elicited 
from the moodiest, starkest mo- 
ments of his favorite singer's ca- 


If referee Tom Branch isn’t safe from Jerry 
Lawler (above left), just imagine the danger wres- 
tler Torn Branch is in (left)! 


wets the ubiquitous King of Wrestling in the Mid-Southern 
ion, Jerry Lawler is used to a never-ending onslaught of — 
OT iconkord trying tobi de idea frome hls throne: » He 


never dreamed that one of his most dangerous enemies 
would prove to be the third man in the ring! 


reer. ‘‘There must be lights, burn- 


ing brighter, somewhere ... there 
must be birds . . . flying higher... 
ina sky... of blue...’ As Elvis, 


Presley’s utopian anthem ‘‘If | Can 
Dream’’ trumpeted from the speak- 
ers, Lawler backed out and sped 
toward the job he had to do. 
Jerry Lawler had spent years de- 
fending the state of Tennessee 
from a mind-boggling assortment of 
rulebreaking vermin. A potpourri of 
psychotics masquerading as profes- 
sional wrestlers had crossed the 
King’s path, and whether they had 
initially intended to or not, the end 
result was invariably the same; they 
would battle Jerry Lawler to near- 
death, and Lawler would crawl 
away victorious. The Tennessee 
fans knew that Jerry had paid for 
his hypothetical crown with many 
pints of the sticky crimson, and 
they repaid him for it with adula- 
tion. Still, Lawler wondered wheth- 


(Continued on page 58) 


Lawler’s savaging of 
Tom Branch during 
their match was 
meant as a warning to 
any other potentially 
crooked referees. 
Branch is down after 
being flipped to the 
mat (left) and is open 
for Lawler’s fistdrop 
(above). A dazed and 
bloody Branch may 
be thinking about 
where he went wrong 
(right). 


CORPORAL 
KIRSCHNER: 
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Cpl. Kirschner has heard the cheers of the fans—and the criticisms of wrestling experts—since he came to the WWF, AI- 


though he’s defeated prelim opponents like Rene Goulet (opposite page), Moondog Spot (above left), and Mike Sharpe 
(above right), Kirschner has yet to prove he is the likely heir to Sgt. Slaughter in the WWF. Right now, according to writer 
Matt Brock, the Corporal seems to be a bad copy of an American original. 


By Matt Brock — 

IFE IS A string of coinci- 

dences sewn together by a 
series of accidents. In this case, 
the accident was Sgt. Slaughter 
leaving the WWF to go with the 
AWA. The “coincidence” was the 
sudden emergence in the WWF 
of a wrestler named Cpl. 
Kirschner, who appeals to the 
fans’ patriotism much as the de- 
parted Slaughter did. 

But where Slaughter is an origi- 
nal (‘The one, the only,” was 
how Vince McMahon refered to 
the Sarge—when Slaughter was 
on Vinnie’s payroll), Kirschner pa- 


rades around like an extra from 
An Officer And A Gentleman. But 
Kirschner is too young to be con- 
demned for his flashy good looks. 
Should he stick around long 
enough, Kirschner will become 
very friendly with his neighbor- 
hood physician. He will be cut, his 
face will be scarred. If he’s not up 
to the physical demands of this 
brutal sport, he can be seriously 
hurt. 

The first time | saw Kirschner 
wrestle was in a match against a 
scrub named Gama Singh. Obvi- 
ously, | wasn’t expecting 
Kirschner to be as good as 


Slaughter. (In fact, according to 
some very informed sources, the 
Corporal used to wrestle in the 
WWF under the name of R.T. 
Reynolds, and, if that’s true, his 
won-loss record is considerably 
under .500.) As good as Slaughter 
is, everyone is aware that there 
are many wrestlers with more nat- 
ural talent than Slaughter, but 
none with half his charisma and 
desire. Slaughter always wrestled 
way beyond his natural abilities. 
This was what | was looking for in 
Kirschner, and | found it to be 
lacking in bushels. 

(Continued on page 62) 


When Set. Slaughter left the WWF, he left behind not only a legacy of 
wrestling success, but an image of inimitable proportion. Now, allegedly 
out of the 82nd Airborne emerges America’s latest would-be hero, Cpl. 


Kirschner. Can this Rambo-come-lately replace Sgt. Slaughter in the 


hearts and minds of the fans? 
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college was never in question. “‘I had 
been raised my whole life to follow 
winners,”’ he said. “‘You can’t get to 
be more of a winner than at 
Oklahoma.”’ 

In his four years in a Sooner jersey, 
Williams was selected to the All-Big 
Eight team twice, and was honorable 
mention All-America in his junior 
year. He wrestled his freshman and 
sophomore years, earning All-America 
honors there, too—and more boos. “‘I 
called the Oklahoma State fans—OSU 
was our biggest wrestling rival—a 
bunch of garbage and they came out 
to my match with a bunch of garbage 
and tossed it at me. It didn’t matter. I 
beat the pants off my guy. I take all 
their yelling and smile.” 

Williams graduated from the pasto- 
ral environs of Norman in 1982 and 
was drafted by the USFL’s New Jersey 
Generals as an offensive tackle. He 
made the team, but aggravated an old 
knee injury in training camp and spent 
the entire season on injured reserve. 

The following season the Generals 
decided to switch Williams to defensive 
nose tackle. He had difficulty in mak- 
ing the transition from the offensive 
line—a position he’d played his entire 
life—to defense, and was cut from the 
squad two weeks before the season be- 
gan. “I’m an offensive player and 


‘have been my whole life,’ Williams 


explained. “I was brought up to be a 
football star and I never understood 
why they didn’t give me chance on the 
offensive’ line. It doesn’t matter, 
though. I have no regrets. I played 
football all my life because it was fun. 
Pro football isn’t fun. ’'m very happy 
where I am right now.”’ 

Where Steve ‘“‘Dr. Death’? Williams 
is right now is atop the heap in what is 
generally regarded as the fastest-rising 
territory in the country, the Mid-South. 
Williams and his partner, DiBiase, 
have mowed over any opposition pre- 
sumptuous enough to stand in their 
way. They are, along with The Road 
Warriors and the Koloffs, considered 
the most feared tag team wrestling 
today. 

His eye injury? When asked two 
days after the accident about it, Wil- 
liams reply was, ‘‘What injury are you 
talking about?’’ Obviously, in two 
days’ time the injury had lost all of its 
distinction, relegated to the general 


cornucopia of his body’s other ail- 
ments. When pressed to comment on 
his unusual capacity to absorb punish- 
ment, Williams shrugs, saying, “‘I’m a 
jigsaw puzzle, but what are you sup- 
posed to do? Look at the business I’m 
in. Bankers get ulcers and high blood 
pressure. I break my bones. 

“Tye been in so many barroom 
brawls, been sliced up so many times, 
been smashed over the head and what 
not, I just don’t notice it anymore. 
Besides, in my business, it’s much bet- 
ter to give than to receive, and that is 
what Mr. DiBiase and myself have 
been doing. Like I said, I was taught 
to follow winners. Now I’m a winner. 
I’m a professional. I go out and do 
my job and if the fans want to boo 
me, then let ’em. I don’t hear it 
anyway. 

“People ask me if I’m going to go 
after Brad Armstrong: because of this 
injury. Heck, I snapped Brad Arm- 
strong in two when I won that match. 
I’ve been hit by chairs and tables—I 
sure got better things to do than go 
hunting a little’ boy like Brad Arm- 
strong because of a little cut.’ 

Given the catalogue of injuries Wil- 
liams has suffered between football 
and wrestling, one questions his lon- 
gevity in the sport, despite his inhuman 
threshold of pain. ‘‘I’ve got a physical 
education degree from OU that I plan 
on using one day,’’ he said. ‘‘I have 
no desire to be in the ring when I’m 
40. Still, the worst injury I’ve ever re- 
ceived occurred at a bachelor party 
during my senior year in high school. I 
tossed a bunch of ice water on some 
of my buddies and they twisted me out 
of shape. My knee came apart and I 
needed surgery. 

“When I retire, I’m gonna coach 
football, maybe wrestling, maybe even 
manage. | go back to Norman when- 
ever I can and help out there. I’ve got 
no desire to become a cripple for the 
rest of my life. 

“But right now I’m 25 and in the 
best shape of my career. I’m down to 
265 from 317, and feel better than I 
ever have. I hear the fans boo, I take 
all of my personal problems into the 
ring and take it out on whoever there 
is opposite me. I’m wrestling eight 
times a week and I look’ forward to 
every match. And I’m just gonna get 
better. I’ll be here for a long time, 
don’t you worry. I have a lot of busi- 
ness to take care of.” 

Which should mean booming busi- 
ness for the Mid-South area doctors, 
but plenty of bad times for its 
wrestlers. oO 
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sophic qualities to avoid the obvi- 
ous ideological conflict. 

“For the Koloffs to receive blat 
in such a way is incredible. The 
importance of the act cannot be 
ignored. Obviously, the Soviets 
perceive a working combination of 
Slaughter and Flair to pose an 
enormous problem. For Overseas 
Protocol to handle the affair is 
very significant. And for Dorbonov 
to sign the telegram is very telling. 
Obviously, the Russians have sur- 
mised correctly that professional 
wrestling is fundamental to the 
American consciousness.” 

What the Kremlin is grinning 
over, and what Nikita and Ivan 
Koloff will soon be reaping the 
benefits of, is the irreconcilable 
feud that has developed between 
two of America’s most prolific pa- 
triots, Sgt. Slaughter and Ric 
Flair. 


Slaughter’s legend is already. 


carved in children’s history books. 
In the name of liberty and free- 
dom, the Marine from Parris |s- 
land, South Carolina, has spilled 
blood from the Redwood forests 
to the Gulf Stream waters. His 
reputation as a symbol of Ameri- 
can icons like apple pie, baseball, 
and Diet Coke is international in 
its scope. 

NWA champion Ric Flair has 
come by the label of nationalist by 
simply defending his crown 
against the awesome spectre of 
Nikita Koloff. Flair is the first to 
deny seeking the label of patriot, 
but, so labeled, he has accepted 
the responsibility with a champi- 
on’s grace and style. 

Several months ago, the rumor 
given the widest run in profession- 
al wrestling circles was that Flair 
and Slaughter were about to team 
up against the Koloffs. Such gos- 
sip caused a mild furor 10,000 
miles away in the Kremlin dome 
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and resulted in the dispatch of 
dozens of clandestine letters and 
midnight phone calls concerned 
with how to prevent the formation 
of the Flair-Slaughter team. 

The damage having already 
been wrought, Ivan Koloff is proud 
in detailing his work during those 
tense months of the wrestling cold 
war. Koloff tells the story in a 
voice laden with irony and conde- 
scension, as he attributes the 
downfall of the Flair-Slaughter 
combo not so much to the prod- 
uct of his own handiwork, but to 
the generally weak and consump- 
tive nature of the American 
people. 

“Slaughter, he is a case,” Ko- 
loff begins. “Proud American, de- 
fiant Marine, Babe Ruth, and Miss 
Liberty. Ha! In end, he just like all 
the others. Greedy. Selfish and 
egotistical. In the end, he rather 
have gold belt around his waist 
than anything else. He is much 
too jealous of Flair to wrestle with 
him. 

“Nikita and | drop hints around 
the territory that Slaughter must 
be scared of Flair. The only rea- 
son he left WWF is because he is 
scared of Hogan, he is scared of 
being champion, The only reason 
he wants to team with Flair is be- 
cause he is scared of him, too. 

“The truth, it does not matter. 
What people believe is the truth, 
is what matters. Ask your Senator 
Joe McCarthy about what people 
believe. We in Russia had so 
much fun with him. We learn from 
him that American people will be- 
lieve anything if it is told in certain 
way.” 

So, as Sgt. Slaughter and Ric 
Flair battle each other in arenas 
throughout the country, Ivan Ko- 
loff relaxes in his American-made 
leather recliner, sipping Swedish 
vodka, and stroking ‘his Irish Set- 
ter, awaiting, from his Mother 
country, the fruits of his hard- 
earned blat. There is nothing 
quite so annoying as a smug 
Russian. O 


4 
i 
a 

4 


eee 


The details, although never re- 
vealed to the public, can be easily 
deduced. One can see Piper, 
cloaked in sinsiter mystery, ushering 
the trusting and benign Orton into 
his Pit, saying something to the ef- 
fect of, “Bob Orton, Ace, you’re my 
right hand man. Without you my ca- 
reer, it would be nowhere, you 
know that, don’t you?” 

“Why, Roddy,” Ace would no 
doubt respond, his face a mask of 
confusion. “I had not idea that ...” 

“No, no, no, don’t interrupt me, 
Ace,” Piper would continue. “You're 
my man. My main and only man. | 
need you. | need your help. Be 
cause, (and here Piper would draw 
up alongside Ace, implying an_ inti- 
macy that is foreign to Roddy Piper), 
we have, you and |, a big problem 
on our hands.” Piper would stare at 
Ace in such exaggerated seriousness. 

“What is it Hot Rod? 
Whatsamatter?’” Orton would ask, 
urgently. 

Here Piper would literally play his 
ace. Putting his arm around Orton's 
broad shoulders, he’d confide in a 
stage whisper, “It's Orndorff. He's 
out to get us. He has a plan. We 
must get him first. He must be 
eliminated.” | 

The look of pain and anguish and 
disbelief would immediately register 
on Orton’s face. Although he had 
always taken what Piper said to be 


the absolute truth, something told 
him to refuse to accept what he had 
said about Orndorff. The scenerio 
would continue with Ace’s vehement 
denials, his impotent pleas—and fi- 
nally his sad resignation to the fact 
that his only real friend (for Piper is 
not his friend, Piper is his boss), his 
best buddy was nothing but a slimy 
turncoat, a traitor, and a dangerous 
enemy. 

So, duped by the wily Piper, 
Orton followed through with Roddy 
Piper’s brilliant and trecherous Wres- 
tleMania stratagem that ended, as 
planned, with the abandonment of 
Paul Orndorff and the development 
of their violent feud. With Piper call- 
ing the shots, Bob Orton found him- 
self night after night engaged in 
bloody battles against the man who 
just four months ago was treating 
him as an equal. 

Bob Orton is doing his master’s 
bidding, but he isn’t liking it. He 
longs for those days when Orndorff 
and Piper would spend endless 
hours in strategy sessions while he 
stood guard at the door. Given the 
magnitude of Piper’s ego, and given 
the thrashings that Orton and Orn- 
dorff have recently exchanged, such 
days seem unlikely to be repeated. 0 


<5 


J 


A: Well, I don’t think I ever realized 
how serious my condition was until 
afterward. When I left home to go 
to the hospital my fever was up to 
105 degrees. Then I just slipped 
into semi-consciousness. I never felt 
in danger of dying. I guess having 
my family around gave me securi- 
ty. And all those people praying 
for me. J felt their strength was 
with me all of the time, too. 

Q: Who was the most affected by Da- 
vid’s death? Do you think that it 
brought the family closer together? 
And how did your illness affect 
your parents, coming as it did 

(Continued on page 50) 
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practically on the heels of David's 


death? 

Just because he was the youngest, 
I’m tempted to say Chris was the 
most affected, but the more I think 
about it, I don’t think that’s true. 
The Von Erich family is one unit. 
We were very close before David’s 
death. I guess a tragedy makes you 
realize how fortunate you are to be 
part of a close-knit family, but I 
don’t think a tragedy brought us 
any closer together than we already 
were. Ours is a very tight, very 
supportive family. How did my ill- 
ness affect my parents? My parents 
have been through a lot in their 
lifetime. If I had one wish it would 
be for their uninterrupted happi- 
ness for the rest of their lives. God 
knows they deserve it. My illness 
shook them up very much, as 
much as David’s death, because we 
were both so healthy. They came 
as complete shocks. You know the 
doctors never told my mother how 
serious my condition was. Thank 
the Lord that everything worked 
out. 

Once you get back into the ring, 
what will some of your immediate 
goals be? 

My immediate goal, of course, is 
to just get back into the ring. I'll 
probably begin by wrestling in tag 


teams with Kevin and Kerry, just 
to work my way slowly back. Be- 
fore I got sick, I had two tight 
matches against Ric Flair that I 
thought could have gone either 
way. I would like to get back into 
that position again. I think at 240 
pounds I’d give Flair a run for his 
money. 

: Besides winning the Americas title, 
Brian Adidas stepped right into 
your place alongside Kerry and 
Kevin in their six-man tag team. 
Do you anticipate any heat be- 
tween yourself and Brian once 
you’re ready to come back? 

: Oh no, no way. Brian and I and 
the rest of the family are very 
close. Brian was at the hospital as 
much as anyone, I think now that 
our cousin Lance is wrestling in the 
area, there will be plenty of oppor- 
tunity for all of us to mix up the 
teams and wrestle in different com- 
binations. There is no ego clash 
between Brian and myself. We’re 
good friends. 

: How did you like the way your 
brothers clipped Gino Hernandez 
and Chris Adams at the Cotton 
Bowl? 

: Aww, wasn’t that just great! I was 
watching from the dressing room 
and I was dying to get in on the 
action. Now those guys look like a 
bunch of geeks. It’s a sound reflec- 
tion of the way they act. 


: Did your illness change the way. 


you feel about life in general? 

: I guess it’s a feeling shared by ev- 
eryone who’s been close to death. 
I’ve got this renewed sense of time. 
Now I don’t feel like wasting a 
single moment. Every day, I wake 
up and am excited to get out and 
do something. There’s a reason 
why I’m the only athlete ever to 
recover from this kind of disease, 
and I don’t plan on dawdling 
around with whatever time I’ve got 
left. 


Q: Cliche or not Mike, it couldn’t 


happen to a nicer guy. Good luck, 
buddy. 
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Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
ani Power and Strength. “Hammer Fists’ 
weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing ‘‘Hammer Fists” give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says “'l can take 
care of myself." 


WARNING “Hammer Fists” are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms. They should not be 
worn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 
the danger of serious injury to an opponent. 


Order “Hammer Fists’’ power packed weighted 
wristband. Use for 10 days. If you don't see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
strength of your arms; if you don't instantly feel more 
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"THE DRAGON’ 


(Continued from page 27) 


Steamboat has also sought a person- 


al diagnosis into the working habits of 
Valentine and Beefcake, taking singles 
matches against either man whenever 
possible. 

“TI would think that Albano himself 
couldn’t analyze a tag team any bet- 
ter,” admired veteran ring reporter 
Matt Brock, favorably comparing 
Steamboat with the manager of 12 
different tag team champions in his 
career. | 

“Steamboat is leaving nothing to 
chance. He even wrestled Valentine a 
couple of times and Valentine’s style 
hasn’t changed since his days in the 
Carolinas, when he and Steamboat 
feuded last. 


“But Beefcake seems to be the vari- 
able. I think Steamboat is confident 
that he can handle either man. What 
he’s looking for now is a brawler who 
can deal with the free-slugging style of 
Beefcake. That’s why he favors Mo- 
rales over Santana, and Orndorff over 
Junkyard Dog. Actually his ideal part- 
net would be Hogan, but it doesn’t 
seem as if they’ll be able to pull that 
one off.” 

Brock is correct on both counts. The 
few times that Steamboat and Hogan 
have teamed together, their alliance has 
proven unapproachable, The only 
thing standing in the way of their suc- 
cess may be Hogan’s public relations 

(Continued on page 54) 
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“THE DRAGON" 


(Continued from page 52) 


firm, which seems to have the Hulkster 
booked solid for the next 590 days, 
thus prohibiting him and Steamboat 
from wrestling regularly. 

In the meantime, Steamboat contin- 
ues wrestling Beefcake, searching for 
the chink in Brutus’ wrestling armor, 
searching for the opening that would 
enable Steamboat to capture his boun- 
ty. A recent match between the two at 
the Sands Hotel and Casino afforded 
Steamboat a look at the Beefcake style 
that may have been closer than he 


‘liked. 


Before gaining the victory, Steam- 
boat encountered the Beefcake foot on 
his head, the Beefcake fist in his face, 
and the Beefcake knee to his groin. If 
Steamboat suspected that he was in 
need of a brawling partner before, 
Beefcake erased all doubt during this 
match. 

Since his happiness is predicated on 
winning the WWF tag team title, 
Steamboat knows he must move quick- 
ly, obtain a partner, and obtain a se- 
ries of title shots. He must move 
quickly because also in heated pursuit 
of the WWF belts is the Lou Albano- 
managed team of Dynamite Kid and 
Davey Boy Smith. And Steamboat is 
well aware of what would happen if 
that popular duo was able to win the 
title before he could. 

It would mean back to the gym for 
good for the Hawaiian heartthrob. 0 


THE ROAD WARRIORS 


(Continued from page 30) 


“Hansen is a tough man, I'll give 
him some credit for that. We traded 
chest blows in the ring, and one or 
two of his actually stung me. But I'll 
tell you, when | planted a shot or 
two into Stan’s chest, | backed him 
up about a half step with every shot. 
| was trying to crack his sternum. 
Was it fun? Hell yes! What spoiled it 


was that | didn’t actually break the 
bone | was working on. 

“And then that old man Race. Ha! 
Nothing better than planting a boot 
into a man’s back and feeling the 
spine take on a new shape under- 
foot, the shape of the boot and the 
heel! And what’s even better is that 
each time you kick a man in the 
back like that, his groan gets a little 
louder and lasts a little longer.” 

AK 

Paul Ellering: “Sadism? Not particu- 
larly. Sadism is the enjoyment of 
watching cruelty, but containing an 
underlying sexual motif. Hawk and 
Animal simply have a good time 
beating up people. There’s nothing 
perverse involved, it's only a matter 
of doing what comes naturally. 

“Hawk and Animal are among 
those rare individuals that are lucky 
enough to enjoy their chosen profes- 
sions. And they are rarer than that, 
in that they not only enjoy what they 
do, they do it better than anyone 
else in the world. 

“When my Warriors took on Han- 
sen and Race, the result was a thing 
of beauty, seldom seen in the wres- 
tling world—even since Hawk and 
Animal rewrote the groundrules of 


the sport. Theirs was a methodical 
attack, precise in the manner in 
which they dismantled __ their 
opposition. 

“Yes, | must say that | do enjoy 
watching the Warriors do what they 
do, and | believe that there are a lot 
of fans who enjoy it as well. There 
may be times when Harley Race or 
Stan Hansen are cheered in this 
wrestling world, but when Hawk and 
Animal step into the ring the attitude 
of the fans is boosted to a new level 
entirely. They know that they are 
about to witness perfection in de 
struction, and they cannot help but 
be awed and cheer. 

“| offer our match with Hansen 
and Race as a prime example of 
what the Warriors are capable of. As 
the head chef of The Legion of 
Doom, | extend an invitation to all 
fans to drink a toast at our smorgas- 
bord of violence. Certainly Stan Han- 
sen and Harley Race have had their 
fill at our table of delights. Anyone 
with a strong stomach who feels 
they have the constitution to 
match—step right up! There are 
enough wares at our groaning board 
to appease every team in the 


sport!” a) 


Funk’s hatred of blacks doesn’t 
begin and end with Phillips. For a 
man like Terry Funk, blacks have 
never achieved anything beyond a 
servile status. That someone like 
Junkyard Dog can be more popu- 
lar than Funk—let alone earn 
more money—makes Funk 
seethe with hatred. 


This story isn't meant to articu- 
late the anger of Black America, 
nor is it strictly a condemnation of 
Terry Funk’s personal beliefs, al- 
though it does both things. Terry 
Funk’s physical and verbal at- 
tacks on Phillips’ serve as a docu- 
ment of the ignorance of men 

(Continued on page 56) 
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who refuse to accept the inevita- 
bility of change. 

Drinking men accept change. 
They embrace it, noting that a 
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of which have ended with Funk 
seeking the shelter of the dress- 
ing room. In interviews, Funk has 


been _ typically © emptyheaded. 
“Ah’m gonna kill this egg-sucking 
mutation,” he spewed. “Ah’m 


goin’ lynch me that boy and stuff 
‘em. Then I'll make that Phillips 
boy wish he was still pickin’ cot- 
ton. He nevah shoulda’ left the 
plantation.” 


These were the questions that T.A. 
was doubtlessly asking himself as he 
stared across the ring at his oppo- 
nent—as the fans stared into the ring 
in amazement. 


@ 

“When I stepped through the ring 
ropes, I felt a cold chill run down my 
spine,’’ Magnum said. “TI knew then 
that there was absolutely no turning 
back; and believe me, there was a 
chunk of me that wanted to turn and 
run like hell! 

“It’s not like I was wrestling Kama- 
la,”’ Magnum continued. “TI consider 
Abdullah to be a far more dangerous 
opponent than Kamala. Which is not 
to say that Kamala isn’t dangerous. 
But Abdullah is totally unpredictable. 
He’s sent a lot of men into the hospi- 
tal, and some of them never returned 
to the ring, Don’t make a mistake 
about it, Abdullah can cut you, break 
you, and finish you before you have 
any idea what’s going on, or how to 
defend yourself.” 

@ 

Abdullah made the first move, a 
move that confirmed many of the fears 
Magnum was experiencing: The Butch- 


The depths to which Terry Funk 
has plunged are immeasurable. 
His bitter ignorance is surpassed 
only by his cowardice. The hope 
in this corner is that Junkyard 
Dog will put the final nail in 
Funk’s wrestling coffin. Perhaps 
with some time spent in the quiet 
comfort of his family, Funk will 
recognize the error of his recent 
days. Ol 


er attacked Magnum before he even 
had a chance to remove his leather 
vest. Again and again, Abdullah sent 
his meaty fist crashing into the top of 
Magnum’s skull. 

The referee tried to interfere, but 
Abdullah pushed him away and con- 
tinued his senseless rampage. Abdullah 
pushed Magnum to the mat, and in 
the second or two that he had to catch 
his breath, Magnum managed to re- 
move his vest. 

But T.A. shouldn’t have been wor- 
ried about his attire. In a matter of 
seconds, Abdullah sent T.A. through 
the ropes, his head crashing to the con- 
crete floor below. Abdullah methodi- 
cally and sadistically followed up on 
his attack as he grabbed Magnum by 
the hair with one hand, grabbed the 
ringpost with the other hand, and 
brought the two together in a sickening 
crunch of bone against steel. 

Magnum’s forehead burst open, and 
a trickle of blood began finding its 
way into his eyes. T.A. staggered into 
the ring, and Abdullah followed. Tak- 
ing some sort of taped foreign object 
out of his trunks, Abdullah began 

(Continued on page 58) 
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stabbing away at the wound on Mag- 
num’s head, quickly turning a trickle 
of blood into an irreversible stream. 


: 6 

“Abdullah is surprisingly quick for 
his size,’’ Magnum said. ‘‘There’s a 
point in distance running, you know, 
that runners call ‘the wall.’ It’s a barri- 
er of pain that when you’ve run 
enough and come up against it, you 
Just have to grit your teeth, keep go- 
ing, and break through it. 

“Same thing with Abdullah. I can 
take punishment. I’ve been in some 
wars. But I’m not about to let anyone, 
and certainly not Abdullah, get the 
best of me in any match. There comes 
a time when you just take so much 
punishment, so much abuse, that you 
just don’t care about the pain. You 
grit your teeth and keep going. You 
break through the wall.” 


e 

As blood poured down his face, 
Magnum began hammering away at 
Abdullah’s forehead. In seconds, Mag- 
num’s knuckles had found their way 
through Abdullah’s flesh, and blood 
began trickling down The Butcher’s 
face. : 

Abdullah was momentarily stunned. 
Magnum looked around. He saw a 
chair, grabbed it, and began pounding 
away at the head of The Butcher. 
Again and again the sharp crack was 


heard as Magnum’s arms bulged with 
the force of the swinging chair. 
e 

“T really didn’t care what happened 
to me, whether I won the match, lost 
the match by disqualification, or 
whether a dozen wrestlers had to run 
into the ring and drag me away,” 
Magnum said. “T just went wild. I 
reached a point where I not only burst 
through that wall of pain, but I burst 
through a mental wall. IT was wild. I 
was out of control. 

“But you know something? I needed 
it. I needed it bad. That match was 
like a physical primal scream. I’ve had 
so much frustration lately, so much 
disappointment. Between Flair and 
Tully and the U.S. title and all of it, I 
just wanted to run away from it all. 
But I did the next best thing: I got 
crazy, I went wild, I wrestled in the 
kind of match I never would have 
wrestled in a month ago. I got a lot of 
Jrustration and tension out of my sys- 
tem, and I feel a hell of a lot better for 
it.” 

Magnum’s eyes sparkled with an an- 
licipatory gleam of excitement. 

“And you know something? I not 
only feel better, but I’m wrestling bet- 
ter. Flair and Tully better watch out, 
because after taking what The Butcher 
can dish out, those two will be like a 
day in the country on my bike!” ( 


er they would realize that the task 
that lay ahead for him this muggy 
night was in defense of his beloved 
sport; otherwise, how they could 
they condone thrashing a referee? 

Lawler worried needlessly. His le- 
gion of fans knew full well that his 
opponent was no innocent martyr. 
Tom Branch was the most insidious 
sort of villain—in fact, even in the 


hyperbolic world of wrestling, the 
term “‘villain’’ was entirely appro- 
priate. For Tom Branch had sought 
to corrupt the sport using the guise 
of an impartial official. Tom Branch 

was a rulebreaking referee. 
Lawler’s trouble with Branch be- 
gan in one of his epic battles with 
Randy Savage, shortly before the 
(Continued on page 60) 
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(Continued from page 58) 


Macho Man left the Mid-Southern 
region to wrestle in the WWF, 
(Many fans would contend that 
Lawler chased Savage out of the 
area.) After some intense but rea- 
sonably scientific action, Savage 
lost his temper and attacked Lawler 
with closed-fist punches. Bad mis- 
take, right? Few grapplers know 
how to use their fists as adeptly as 
Lawler. But in the middle of his 
first windup, Lawler felt the ref’s 
hand grabbing his arm. Yes, 
closed-fist punches are illegal, but 
Lawler and the fans reacted in dis- 
belief as Tom Branch repeatedly 
admonished him for punching and 
did nothing to stop Savage's illegal 
blows. 

Many insiders, including Lawler 
himself, suspected bribery or some 
other distasteful collusion between 
this referee and the Macho Man. 
Later events, however, would indi- 
cate that Tom Branch favored rule- 
breakers in a// contests he officiat- 
ed. When illegal interference and 
biased officiating forced Lawler to 
lose his Mid-Southern heavyweight 
title to the unrated, unheralded, 
and moderately skilled Bota, the 
entire region was threatened. Tom 
Branch was subverting the sport, 
twisting it according to his own bi- 
zarre prejudices. Apparently, he 
had come to the conclusion that if 
Jerry Lawler could not be driven out 
of the area in the ring—which his- 
tory had shown was highly unlike- 
ly—he could drive him out by 
changing the rules. 

Sitting his dressing room before 


the match, Lawler held his fists to- 
gether, studying them. He knew his 
hands were lethal weapons. He 
knew that using them to pound a 
noncombatant’s face was a felony. 
Sure, Tom Branch had hastily pur- 
chased a professional wrestling 
contract, but that didn’t make him 
a trained wrestler. It would be a 
mismatch, a bloody debacle. 

A reporter noticed Lawler brood- 
ing there, seemingly despondent. 
“What's the matter, Jerry?’’ he 
asked, ‘‘Are you worried about be- 
ing Pearl Harbored by some of 
Branch’s friends?’’ 

Lawler chuckled softly and re- 
plied, ‘‘No, | can handle the likes 
of fat Bota and Floyd Creachman. 
Creachman’s a hollow, stupid ex- 
cuse for a manager. But it just 
dawned on me tonight that I'm ac- 
tually fighting a referee. | know | 
demanded this match, and | guess 
it has to be done. Somebody's got 
to stop this guy before he ruins 
wrestling around here. | wish | 
could do it in the courts or some- 
thing, but I’ve talked to lawyers 
and they say nothing can be done. 
The State Athletic Commission 
won't fire him, for some reason. 
I've got to knock some sense into 
him, but believe me, | won’t enjoy 
it. It won’t be a fair fight.’’ 

Stricken by a confused con- 
science, Lawler gazed down at his 
hands again. They were clenched, 
reflexively. Jerry Lawler knew he 
had to use those hairy fists to 
pound a noncombatant into oblivi- 
on. He knew he had a job to do. CJ 
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February 1985/Cover stories; Sullivan- 
Graham, Hernandez & Nicola Roberts. 
PLUS; Bruno Jr., Steamboat, Warriors. 
March nga Story: Starrcade 'B4 
featuring Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Ko- 
loffs. PLUS: 1985 Datebook, Hayes, 
wrestling school. 
i 1985/Cover stories: Von Erich- 
, Billy Haynes-Jesse Barr. 

PLUS: Hart, Sai 1985 in Pictures, 
coe Med stories; Albano, Free- 
bi r. PLUS; Steamboat, Hernan- 
dez, Las Vegas closeup. 
June 1985/Cover story: Pro Wrestling 
U.S.A. PLUS; Von Erich, Richter, Wind- 
ham, Taylor. 
July 1985/Cover stories; Von Erich, 
WrestleMania, bloodiest matches. 
PLUS: Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Cover stories; Flair vs. 
Nikita. PLUS: Orndorff, Slaughter, 
Haynes, Parade of Champions II. 
September 1985/Cover stories: Adams 
vs. Von Erich, Orndorif. PLUS: Sawyer, 
Kamala, Barr, Atlanta action, 
October 1985/Cover stories: Martel vs. 
Hayes, Richter. PLUS: reerhe Adams, 
Magnum T.A., Road W: 
November isawonee ss stories: Free- 
birds vs. Warriors, Mid-South action, 
PLUS: Billy Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Cover stories: H 
Zbyszko vs. Martel. PLUS: You 
Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 


pao 1986/Cover Stories; Abdullah, 


oh stories: Junkyard 
Fara 9G Datebook. PLUS: Nick Sed 
4 Jim Garvin, Butch Reed. 


March 1986/Cover stories: Starrcade 
85 with Rhodes vs. Flair, The Russians 
vs. Rock 'n' Rolls, Tully vs. Magnum. 
PLUS: Jesse Ventura, Maha Singh, 
Sunshine. 

April 1986/Cover stories: 1985 The Year 
in Pictures, Rick Martel & Stan Hansen, 
Kevin Sullivan & Maha Singh. PLUS: 
Hulk Hogan, Ted DiBiase. 
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| Do Not Order Any Issue Not Listed, Do Not Send Coins. 
Do Not Use Old Order Forms 


For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar (U.S,) for every back issue ordered for 
boat mail, and two dollars (U.S.) for every back issue sent by air mail. 
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WRESTLING SUPERSTARS | WRESTLING 84-86 


Each issue features a spectacular full-color centerfold Printed entirely on slick paper, each Oh, he beat Gama Singh, 
Actin Gebery of oe Sheree en ies. 3 magnificent issue is jam-packed with which is nothing to write home 


at east Te ogee of fulcoler photos| about, but he did so in a style 
void of any passion. This alleged 
successor to Sgt. Slaughter failed 
once to incite the. crowd to its 
feet. Of course, much depends 
upon his opponent. Should 
Kirschner get the opportunity to 
wrestle The Iron Sheik or Nikolai 
Volkoff, he will have to reviewed 
again, but | remember Slaughter 
being the type whose mere pres- 
ence could energize 20,000 
people. 

My verdict and opinion is that 
Cpl. Kirschner would be best to 
divest himself of his ornamental 
patriotic garb immediately and 
concentrate on shoring up his 
wrestling skills. Slaughter’s arous- 
ing oratory would have been use- 
less if he couldn’t back it up in 
the ring. Although Kirschner de- 
feated Gama Singh, he found 
himself in trouble several times 
during the match. For a man who 
expects to restore to this area the 
concept of American domination, 
Kirschner had better get on the 
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MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 


i aeons $3 cs stick, in a hurry. 

. During his stay in the WWF, 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Slaughter was the most popular 
Please send me the back issues I’ve checked. | enclose $_______~—~—_—sas payment 


in full. PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY wrestler in the area, a man drunk 


In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: with the spirit and possibilities. of 
America, and who was able to stir 
the country to join his crusade. 
It's possible that this square-jawed 
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| 
| Marine is one of a kind, a singular 
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Name 


"= SS ————————— ae: 

City unit of passion never to be re- 
placed or imitated. 

State Zip 


|! remember about 20 years 
ago, when a high-flying star by 
the name of Antonino Rocca was 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada, you must add one dollar for every back issue ordered 
for boat mail, and two dollars for every back issue ordered for airmail. U.S. funds only. 
Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS the most popular wrestler in the 
flier kad eons Sumner Oi Spring/as sport. A promoter in the Midwest 
CO Spring/a4 © Spring/8s 0 Winter/e5 found Rocca out of his price 

WRESTLING 1984/85/86 range, so instead he trained a 

CO Winter/s4 © Summer/a5 0 Fall/es C1 Winner's young Rocca lookalike named 


| C Spring/86 
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“OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 


“Action FIM LYFE” Swims By Its 


ACTION LURE swims, dives, flops 
like a crippled minnow! Buzzes like a 
dying insect! Drives pan fish, game fish, 


salt water fish into a frenzy! Gets 
savage bites that simply can’t pull 
loose from your hook! 


Completely under its own power, ACTION LURE swims and dives like a live darting min- 
now, then returns to the surface to dive again and again, even ona slack line! As amazing 
ACTION LURE dives down deep to where the big ones are lurking, fish see its free swim- 
ming action, hear its buzzing sound, and bite savagely utterly without fear or hesitation! 


Swims & dives to 15 feet! 
No tugging; no pulling! 


ACTION LURE swims by itself without 
being pulled. It swims various depths 
down to 15 feet for up to one hour or 
more, with a slow, eratic maimed-min- 
now motion that no fresh or salt water 
fish can resist, all the time sending out 
its enticing buzzing insect sound to 
attract fish from yards away! 


Yes, ACTION LURE hauls in trophy size big mouthed bass, small mouthed bass, pike, 
pickerel, perch, walleye, dogfish, catfish, trout, and every other conceivable type of pan 
fish, game fish, and salt water fish! Eye-popping catches are reported from every section 
of the country, so we say, “Prove it to yoursell!" Use ACTION LURE for a full month, see for 
yoursell how you catch more fish, bigger fish, how your friends insist on learning your 
amazing fishing secret. 


Works like magic even when other 
lures and bait fail completely! 


You'll haul in limit catches when others aren't even getting a nibble, in Jakes, streams, 
rivers, oceans, wherever you fish! Just picture your self-propelled ACTION LURE §lash- 
ing through the water in brilliant reds, whites & yellows, only 2” long yet carrying enough 
fuel to cut through the water for as much as one full hour with a single load! Plunging 
down to fifteen foot depths, rising again to the surface almost once every minute, ACTION 
LURE plows through the water tirelessly, pulling in the big ones from hundreds of yards 
around you! 


Here’s how ACTION LURE works: All you do is snap open 
the fuel chamber, drop in two pellets of fuel, and close the fuel 
chamber again, Takes less than 60 seconds; you don’t even 
dirty your hands! And then simply cast or lower 
ACTION LURE into fresh or salt water, and get set for the 
fishing thrill of your lite! 
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ACTION LURE 
GUARANTEE 


ACTION LURE is guaranteed to 
catch more fish and bigger fish 
in every kind of water, in every 
kind of weather. If you are not 
completely satisfied in every re- 
spect, return ACTION LURE with- 
in 30 days for complete refund. 
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CATCH MORE FISH, 
BIGGER FISH... 


Granted U.S. Patent 
No. 2,932,916 


\ 


~ 
For perhaps one minute ACTION LURE will 
tloat quietly; then, as water reaches the fuel, 
your lure will seem to shudder for a second, then 
spring dramatically to “life! Making the buzzing sound 
of a dying bee, ACTION LURE will point its nose downward, 
and begin its first decent! Slowly, jerkily, like a maimed minnow, 
it will swim noisily downward, buzzing and humming, traveling about = 
nine feet every fifteen seconds! If no fish intercepts it, its descent automatically 
stops, it slowly raises up its nose and climbs to the surface again! 


And again! And again! Tirelessly, hour after hour, far beyond the reach of your own 
casts! Roaming restlessly over every foot of water beneath you — even on slack line — 
even when your boat is tied up — even when you're curled upon the deck, sound asleep! 
And all the while ACTION LURE is swimming and buzzing and driving the fish around you 
lo such a frenzy they practically tear the rod out of your hands! 


World’s first self-propelled lure! 


No wonder this revolutionary ACTION LURE took six full years to develop! Here's what 
ACTION LURE will do for YOU!. . 

It frees you forever from the filthy tasks of digging for worms & crawlers, catching Irogs, 
or paying 50¢ to $1 for a bucket of minnows that die on you before you can even get them 
into your boal! It frees you forever [rom paying $3, $4, or even $5 for those fancy “Dead- 
as-a-Duck" lures that only work when you tow them! 

Tomorrow, for the first time in your life, you'll be weighing down your boat with bass, 
trout, pike, pickerel, perch limit catches of pan fish, game fish, fresh and salt water 
lish, wherever you can drop a line! You'll fish better — novice or pro — sound asleep at 
the bottom of your boat, than most fisherman sweating and casting till their arms ache 
from exhaustion! And you'll have the time of your life, amazing your friends and family 
with your hauls, and seeing your fishermen (riend’s eyes pop as they watch your 
incredible self-propelled ACTION LURE at work! 


Try one full month at our expense! 


You have nothing to lose! Fish with ACTION LURE for one full month entirely at our risk! 
Cost is only $3.99. You receive ACTION LURE plus enough fuel to last up toa full year, 
together with complete instructions. Four “alluring” colors: red, green. orange, yellow. 
Order all four for only $13.95 


ACTION LURE, 8599 VENICE BLVD. SUITE D, LOS ANGELES, CA 90034 


I=e=en====MAIL NO-RISK COUPON TODAY! -=--==" 
ACTION LURE, Dept. MT-2 

8599 VENICE BLVD. SUITE D, L.A., CA 90034 

Please send me ACTION LURES as checked below; | must 
be completely satisfied or | may return ACTION LURES 
within 30 days for complete refund. 


O 1 ACTION LURE with full year's supply of fuel, $3.99 
plus $1.00 postage and handling. 
O 2 ACTION LURES, each a different color, witha 
year's supply of fuel, $7.50 plus $1.50 postage and 
handling. (Save 48c) 
O 4 ACTION LURES, each a different color, witha 
year's supply of fuel, $13.95 plus $2.00 postage and 
handling. (Save $2.01) 
GET LIMIT CATCHES! ORDER EXTRA FUEL PELLETS 
O 1 pack only $1.50 0 2 packs only $2.75 
0 4 packs only $5.00 


$____ Payment enciosed:0 CashO Check O M.O. 
Ch > Card No. 
arge myO Visa 
O Mastercard Signature 
Name 
Address 
City State and Zip 
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THE 
ROCK ’N’ ROLL 
EXPRESS: 


Answering Your 10 Most 
Personal Questions 


THE WOMEN OF 
WRESTLING 


Who’s The Sexiest? 
PLUS... 


ALIFE SIZE 22” x 32” 
8-PAGE SUPER 
CENTERFOLD 


HULK 
HOGAN: 


Where Does He Rate 
Among Past WWF 
Champions? 
Get Yours Today! 


On Sale At Newsstands 
Everywhere 
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Luis Gonzalez. He taught him all 
of Rocca’s moves, and, indeed, 
the kid did have some promise. 

Anyway, Gonzalez was hugely 
successful—but against very limit- 
ed competition. The promoter was 
so taken by Gonzalez’s success 
that he signed him for a match 
against then-NWA champion Lou 
Thesz. The kid lasted 22 minutes 
against Thesz before submitting 


ture, forcing them to wrestle that 
much. harder to achieve a number 
one contender’s spot. 

The Russians. \t. seems that 
when Ivan and Nikita Koloff and 
Krusher Khrushchev aren't wres- 
tling The Road Warriors, they're 
wrestling The Rock 'n’ Roll Ex- 
press. The Russians would still love 
to see Morton and Gibson crippled 
for life, and will attempt to do so at 
any opportunity. For the Rock 'n 
Rollers to move into the number 
one contention spot, they will have 
to be able to overcome the chal- 
lenge of the Russian triumverate. 

Others. Contracts are flying ev- 


erywhere in the NWA, and negotia-. 


tions are on to bring into regular or 
semi-regular competition such 
teams as The Fabulous Ones, The 
Fantastics, Steve Williams and Ted 
DiBiase, and the Sheepherders. Ad- 
ditionally, recent months have seen 
such pairings in the NWA as The 
Italian Stallion and Don Kernodle, 
Superstar Graham and Jimmy Val- 
jant, Black Bart and Konga the 
Barbarian, and Sam Houston and 
Ronnie Garvin. Despite your opinion 
of the effectiveness of these teams 
or their potential longevity, the fact 
remains that they are also a part of 
the NWA tag title picture, and as 


to, are you ready, a headlock. 

Rather than try to be Sgt. 
Slaughter, Cpl. Kirschner should 
humble himself in Slaughter’s im- 
age and attempt to carry on the 
dream of the Sarge. An original 
Picasso is a work of art, but a 
poorly drawn copy is just a piece 
of trash, no matter how expensive 
the frame may be. Kirschner: 
should pay attention. O 


such must either be dealt with by 
the Midnights (which would mean 
one less available title shot for Mor- 
ton and Gibson), or by the Rock 'n’ 
Rolls themselves. 

“We don’t care what teams, or 
how many of them, are standing 
between us and the NWA World tag 
title,’’ enthuses Rick Morton, ‘‘be- 
cause we will regain the belts a 
third time.” 

Morton’s boasting may simply be 
knee-jerk hyperbole. As we go to 
press, the Rock 'n’ Rolls are sched- 
uled to be splitting their time be- 
tween the World Championship and 
Mid-South areas. Perhaps Morton 
and Gibson feel that they need to 
regroup themselves before making 
a sustained challenge against the 
Midnights. Or perhaps they're feel- 
ing weary as they look to the top of 
the hill from the bottom of the 
ladder. 

Can The Rock 'n’ Roll Express 
regain the NWA World tag belts 
and once again ride high atop the 
tag team ratings? Absolutely. But it 
will take a lot of hard work and 
determination. 

And as fans of the Rock 'n’ Roll 
Express well know, those are two 
qualities that Morton and Gibson 
are certainly not lacking. O 


GO 


FIRST CLASS! 


A combination subscription to Wrestling 86 and Wrestling Superstars brings you eight quality quarterlies 
every year. 


wat oss When you subscribe, you will receive a 

HS ADAMS BLNOED eta package of two magazines every three 
carn - : months (a total of eight per year). Here’s 
what a “‘First Class Subscriber’ will get: 


HULK HOGAN @ Four issues per year of wrestling’s full- 
gee color magazine, Wrestling 86, the 
WRESTLEMANIA 2? magazine printed on slick paper, 
Base illustrated with the finest color 
The Serta! a photographs available anywhere, and 
 weeacats written by the world’s best wrestling 
Si journalists! 


@ Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “‘Action 
Gallery,’ Wrestling Superstars, the 
magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling’s biggest stars. 


Four issues of Wrestling 86 plus four issues of Wrestling Superstars—Eight Big Issues Per Year— 
for only $15.00, a savings of more than $3.00 off the newsstand price. 


| | Want To Go First Class. Please enter my joint subscription for Wrestling 86 and Wrestling Superstars— 
A total of eight big issues per year. | enclose $15 as payment in full. 


Make Check Payable And Send To: Cc] NEW ONLY 
TV SPORTS {] RENEWAL 
BOX 48 $I 5 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NEW YORK 11571 , 

A Savings Of More Than $3 
Address 


SN ie ee oes + 2 Site ee = ip 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $21. U.S. funds only) 
Please allow up to twelve weeks before you receive your first issue. 


.IN JUST 5 FUN MINUTES A DAY! 


Introducing lke Berger’s, an Olympic Gold 


Medalist’s, 


amazing 


new BELLY 


BLASTER™...designed to whip the most 


FOR WOMEN! A 
STUNNING, FLAT, 
STREAMLINED TUMMY 


An Olympic Champion Discovers SYNOTENSION™ 
We know that ugly “stomach bulge” results from fat, 
flabby, weak stomach muscles caused by today’s soft, 
easy living and lack of vigorous physical work or exercise. 
This can be corrected by exhausting situps and leg lifts 
OR by using the speed method accidentally found. By 
having the arms and legs work simultaneously in “tandem 
tension"—I discovered that the speeded-up results dra- 
matically cut my daily exercise time to a fraction of what it 
used to be. Better yet, it became fun, instead of dull, 
exhausting drudgery. 

The Science of SYNOTENSION™ 

The scientific reason for this amazing result was later 
explained to me. It's called SYNOTENSION™—meaning 
that when you combine the method of synchronizing the 
tension-generating power of arms + legs—you get a 


greater muscle toning power than either of them sepa- ” 


rately—and much faster too! Using the principle of SYN- 
OTENSION™, | designed the BELLY BLASTER™ spe- 
cially constructed to employ this amazing principle of 
body dynamics. And boy, does it work .. . it virtually 
“blasts away” at weak, belly fat and flab to sculpture a 
midsection that you can’t wait to “show off’ at the beach 

. and in just five fun minutes a day—not hours of 
exhausting, strenuous workouts. In addition to reshaping 
and toning your body, a FREE accompanying easy to 
follow diet plan will help speed up weight loss, if weight 
loss is one of your objectives, to speed away ugly, embar- 
rassing fat & flab. 


WORKS ON ARMS/LEGS TOO (Secondary Effect) Si- 
multaneously with its powerful effect on the stomach 


stubborn cases of midriff bulge, fat and flab. 


FOR MEN! 
A ROCK-HARD, 
LEAN STOMACH 


shape-up, it’s hard at work on slimming, firming, toning 
legs and arms too! 
TENSION EFFECT SELF-REGULATING. User's arms 


and legs can regulate tension level to suit individual's 
needs. 


FITS ANY SIZE WAIST. Velcro/adjustable waist belt ac- 
commodates any waist size. 


FULLY PORTABLE. Slips easily into pocket or purse. 


BONUS AEROBIC EFFECT. Without harmful effect of 
jogging, etc., from reclining position. Pat. Pend. 


GUARANTEE 
IRON-CLAD 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Injusta few eye you must actually begin to see measurable, real 


results . . . or your money back, promptly, without question. 


re 
| IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS CORP., Dept. BB7 I 
1 535 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 100 I 
If the Belly Blaster unit can really eat shaping me up 
1 in just days, and | mean ALL OVER (legs, thighs, hips, i 
! waist), | will keep it and use it...otherwise, | willwanta 
j full refund. Rush Belly Blaster to me. 1 
1 | enclose $9.95 (plus $1.50 for P&H). NY residents add | 
1 sales tax: NYC 8%, NYS 5%. Save $1.00! Order2and |! 
I send $18.90 plus $1.50 P&H. ! 
Enclosed is $ 
I I 
I 1 
i 1 
1 I 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


a THIS nepnen IN... 


f VICTORY’ 


“\| SPORTS 
SERIES 


A special analysis of NWA World 


champion RIC FLAIR: He bends, but he 


won't break! 


Leam how KING KONG BUNDY 
became the WWF's most hated man 


PLUS... 

NIKITA KOLOFF overpowers 
SUPERSTAR GRAHAM—Can anyone 
stop this awesome Russian? . . . Heroes 
are booed when the dark side of THE 


FABULOUS ONES becomes evident... 


Q & Ainterview with LEX LUGAR... 
Introducing SIVA AFI... RICK 
MARTEL is spotlighted in a special 
feature 
Allthisand much more... 
in the July 1986 issue of 
The Wrestler 
ON SALE NOW! 


eryigsting 


Learn all about the emotional tug-of-war 
that threatens to destroy “Macho Man” 
RANDY SAVAGE 


It’s two legends at the crossroads as the 
up-and-coming LEX LUGAR tackles the 
perennial ringmaster HARLEY RACE 


PLUS... 

A sensational full-color pinup of DUSTY 
RHODES... Did you win THE ROAD 
WARRIORS contest? Find out who did 

in this issue! . . . Learn why a match 
between TULLY BLANCHARD and RIC 
FLAIR will never take place... An in- 
depth press conference with RICK 
RUDE .. . Exclusive PWI “Scouting 
Reports” 


All this and much more... 
in the August 1986 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


ON SALE NOW! 


ictory Sports 


Stan Hansen 


9—RICK RUDE 9—TOMMY ROGERS & BOBBY FULTON 
World Class champion No. 1 contenders to Mid-Southern tag team title 
246, Robbinsdale, MN Combined weight: 462 pounds 
10—BRUISER BRODY 10—LUKE WILLIAMS & BUTCH MILLER 
No. 3 contender: AWA title UWF tag team champions 
284, Albuquerque, NM Combined weight: 485 pounds 
NWA AWA WWF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIF 
World Champion: World Champion: World Champion: 1—MAGNUM T.A. 
RIC FLAIR STAN HANSEN HULK HOGAN 245, Chesapeake, VA 
243, Minneapolis, MN 322, Borger, TX 302, Venice Beach, CA 2—TULLY BLANCHARD 
1—MAGNUMT.A. 1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 1—RANDY SAVAGE 235, San Antonio, TX 
245, Chesapeake, VA 310, Parris Island, SC 245, Sarasota, FL, 3—DUSTY RHODES 
2—TULLY BLANCHARD 2—RICK MARTEL 2—KING KONG BUNDY 302, Austin, TX 
235, San Antonio, TX 236, Quebec City, Quebec 446, Atlantic City, NJ 4—RONNIE GARVIN 
3—RONNIE GARVIN 3—BRUISER BRODY 3—RICK STEAMBOAT 231, Montreal, Quebec 
231, Montreal, Quebec 284, Albuquerque, NM 238, Honolulu, HI 5—NIKITA KOLOFF 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 4—NICK BOCKWINKEL 4—JUNKYARD DOG 275, Moscow, Russia 
278, Moscow, Russia 245, Beverly Hills, CA 260, New Orleans, LA 6—JIM GARVIN 
5—DUSTY RHODES 5—SCOTT HALL 5—PAUL ORNDORFF 239, Tampa, FL 
302, Austin, TX 290, Minneapolis, MN 253, Brandon, FL 7—ARN ANDERSON 
6—WAHOO McDANIEL 6—LARRY ZBYSZKO 6—TERRY FUNK 239, Minneapolis, MN 
260, Midland, TX 248, Pittsburgh, PA 247, Amarillo, TX 8—KONGA THE BARBARIAN 
7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 7—NORD THE BARBARIAN 7—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 265, Chicago, IL 
280, Glens Falls, NY 316, parts unknown 274, Sunset Beach, HA 9—BARON VON RASCHKE 
8—LEX LUGAR 8—BORIS ZUKHOV 8—JESSE VENTURA 271, East Germany 
280, Chicago, IL 254, Leningrad, Russia 270, Muscle Beach, CA 10—BLACK BART 
9—BARRY WINDHAM 9—MARTY J. 9—TITO SANTANA 301, Houston, TX 
236, Sweetwater, TX 224, Columbus, GA 245, Mission, TX 
10—BILLY JACK HAYNES 10—GREG GAGNE 10—ADRIAN ADONIS 
245, Portland, OR 220, Robbinsdale, MN 303, New York, NY 
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TOP10 TAG TEAMS 

1—RIC 1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
NWA World ion No. 1 contenders to AWA and NWA World tag team titles 
243, Minneapolis Combined weight: 567 pounds 

2—HULK HOGAN 2—DENNIS CONDREY & BOBBY EATON 
WWF World champion NWA World tag team champi 
302, Venice Beach, CA Combined weight: 472 eee. 

3—STAN HANSEN 3—GREG VALENTINE & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
AWA World champion WWF World tag team champio: 
322, Borger, TX Combined WeDte 511 Pune 

4-MAGNUM T.A. 4—SCOTT HALL & CURT HENNIG 


5S. champion 
ue, Gheaipaats: VA 
5—RANDY SAVAGE 


AWA World tag team champions 


Combined weight: 525 pounds 


5—DYNAMITE KID & DAVEY BOY SMITH 


Intercontinental champion No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 
245, Sarasota, FL Combined weight: 461 pounds 
6—KERRY VON ERICH 6—RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
No. 1 contender: World Class title No. 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 
260, Denton, TX Combined weight: 453 poun 


7—DUSTY RHODES 
No 1 contender: National title 
302, Austin, TX 
8—NIKITA KOLOFF 
No. 4 contender: NWA title 
275, Moscow, Russia 


7—IVAN & NIKITA KOLOFF 


No. 3 contenders to NWA tag team title 


Combined weight: 524 pounds 


8—STEVE KEIRN & STAN LANE 


No. 1 contenders to vacant U.S. tag team title 


Combined weight: 499 pounds 
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WRESTLING RATINGS 


WORLD CLASS 
1—RICK RUDE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 
2—THE GRAPPLER 
241, parts unknown 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
4—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
5—BRUISER BRODY 
284, Albuquerque, NM 
6—LANCE VON ERICH 
260, Dallas, TX 
7—THE MISSING LINK 
273, parts unknown 
8—BRIAN ADIDAS 
238, Denton, TX 
9—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St, Louis, MO 


10—STEVE REGAL 
238, Ft. Lauderdale, FL, 


CONTINENTAL 

1—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 

227, South Wales 
2—BRAD ARMSTRONG 

226, Marietta, GA 
3—JERRY STUBBS 

235, Pensacola, FL 
4—THE BULLET 

234, parts unknown 
5—TOMMY RICH 

232, Hendersonville, TN 
6—ROBERT FULLER 

238, Dyresburg, TN 
7—JOHNNY RICH 

238, Hendersonville, TN 
8—JDIVIMY GOLDEN 

234, Montgomery, AL 
9—TIM HORNER 

235, Morristown, TN 
10—TOM PRITCHARD 

220, Houston, TX 


UWF 
1-HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 
2—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 
3—DICK MURDOCH 
270, Waxahachie, TX 
4—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 


5—BUZZ SAWYER 
240, St. Petersburg, FL 


265, Tulsa, OK 
1—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
8—MASKED SUPERSTAR 

282, parts unknown 
9—TARRAS BULBA 

237, Outer Mongolia 

10—BRETT SAWYER 
242, St. Petersburg, FL 


NORTHWEST 
1-BOBBY JAGGERS 
286, Dunlap, KS 
2—TOM ZENK 
237, Robbinsdale, MN 
3_RIP OLIVER 
245, Tampa, FL 
4—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
245, Portland 


5—THE ASSASSIN 

249, parts unknown 
6—BRADY BOONE 

236, Charlotte, NC 
7—MIKE MILLER 

260, Memphis, TN 
8—SCOTT DORING 

255, Minneapolis, MN 
9—MOONDOG MORETTI 

245, Boise, ID ; 

10—COCOA SAMOA 
239, Samoa 


FLORIDA 


1—LEX LUGAR 
280, Chicago, IL 
2—KENDALL WINDHAM 
220, Sweetwater, TX 
Kiet 


JESSE BARR 

243, Portland, OR 

4—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 

5—KEVIN SULLIVAN 

239, Boston, MA 


6—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 
310, Sweetwater, TX 


MOST POPULAR 


1—HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
3—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
4—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
5—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
6—JUNKYARD DOG 
260, New Orleans, LA 
7—RONNIE GARVIN 
231, Montreal, Quebec 
8—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 
9—KEVIN VON ERICH 
239, Denton, TX 
10—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 


MID-SOUTHERN 
1—BILL DUNDEE 
214, Melbourne, Australia 
2—BUDDY LANDELL 
236, Los Angeles, CA 
3—DUTCH MANTEL 
242, Bucksnorth, TN 
4—AUSTIN IDOL 
240, Las Vegas, NV 
5—ABDUL KHADAFY 
265, Libya 
6—JERRY LAWLER 
234, Memphis, TN 
7—DIRTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
8—JOS LeDUC 
280, Godbout, Quebec 
9—BILLY TRAVIS 
225, Lexington, KY 
10—PAT ROSE 
232, Atlanta, GA 


MOST HATED 

1—KING KONG BUNDY 

446, Atlantic City, NJ 
2—RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 
3—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
4—STAN HANSEN 

322, Borger, TX 
5—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
6—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
1—NIKITA KOLOFF 

276, Moscow, Russia 
8—JIM GARVIN 

239, Tampa, FL, 
9—ADRIAN ADONIS 

303, New York, NY 


10—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 


RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


The World Class title situation: You may already have read 
the story in the July 1986 edition of our sister magazine Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated about the World Class area pulling out 
of the NWA. If not, you should; the story explains the 
ramifications of a development that affects the entire wres- 
tling world. 

What we'd like to discuss here is the immediate effect this 
development will have on the ratings, and the historical 
precedents for such a decision. 

; The most immediate effect is 
the designation of Rick Rude’s ti- 
tle in our ratings. Until now, 
Rude’s title has been called the 
“World Class American Champi- 
onship.” Since the World Class 
area upgraded that belt to what 
they claim is world title status 
(and we'll get to that two para- 
graphs from now), we will now 
denote Rude’s title as simply the 
“World Class Championship.” 

As far as the World Class rat- 
Rick Rude ings themselves are concerned, 
things will remain pretty much the same. Instead of the 
World Class American champion occupying the number one 
spot, now the World Class champion will be rated number 
one. The World Class Texas title will remain in the number 
two position, and the three through 10 positions will be 
filled by the top area competitors. 

Now—the controversial topic of world championship sta- 
tus. The situation, in a nutshell, is this: The World Class area 
has designated their World Class American champion to be 
the World Class Wrestling Association World champion. Our 
dilemma becomes: Do we recognize this title as the fourth 
world championship? 

Right now, the answer is no. The editorial staff has dis- 
cussed this question thoroughly, and we feel that it is not 
appropriate to automatically elevate the World Class title to 
the level of a world championship. 

This is not a unique situation. Through history, world 
champions have been declared by various wrestling associa- 
tions and have not been recognized by fans and professional 
observers of the sport as world titlists. Instead, the fans and 
the media waited to see if those titles would stand the test 
of time and earn world championship status. Most haven't. 
Mil Mascaras’ International Wrestling Association title (circa 
1975) is one example; Randy Savage's International Champion- 
ship Wrestling title (circa 1979) is another. 
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Interestingly enough, this issue was examined in the very 
first “Ratings Analysis’ column, printed in the September 
1983 edition of our sister publication The Wrestler. At the 
time, Adrian Adonis was claiming to be the “undisputed 
world heavyweight champion” as the result of winning a 
tournament sponsored by Southwest Championship 
Wrestling. 

Most relevant to the question of the World Class Champi- 
onship is the following paragraph from that first column: 

Will we recognize this new championship to a greater 
degree in the future? That depends. Will Adonis, or the man 
who eventually dethrones Adonis, defend the belt against 
true world-class opposition around the world? Will he be 
willing to defend against rulebreakers and scientific wres- 
tlers? Will he bring a sense of dignity and respect to the title 
that will virtually demand that the championship be recog- 
nized as important? 

At the time those words were writ- 
ten, we only-recognized the NWA 
and AWA titles as world champion- 
ships. In the July 1985 issue of our 
sister publication Sports Review Wres- 
tling, “Ratings Analysis” invoked that 
very first column and opened up the 
question of whether the WWF title 
should be granted world title status. 
The discussion took place in ‘Ratings 
Analysis” for several months. And in 
the October 1985 edition of Sports 
Review Wrestling, Hulk Hogan’s WWF 
title was referred to as the “WWF 
World Championship” for the very first time. 

The point is this: For now, Rude’s World Class title will be 
viewed as certainly one of the most important titles in the 
sport, but it will not be regarded as a world title. Which is 
not to say that world title status may not be granted at some 
time in the future. It all depends on where and how the 
World Class champion defends the title, and how the wres- 
tling world at large reacts to the actions of the World Class 
area in general, and the World Class champion in particular. 

As the old saying goes: “Only time will tell.” We suppose 
it will. 


Hulk Hogan 


The address for mail: We're anxiously awaiting your com- 
ments on this issue’s story about World Class seceding from 
the NWA, and on this edition of “Ratings Analysis.” Send all 
those cards and letters to; “Ratings Analysis” clo Victory 
Sports Wrestling; Box 48; Rockville Center, NY 11571. 


In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to ate pronits, 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP.... All at NO EXTRA COST. 


in SMALL ENGINE 
service and repair 


Start your own money 


65-million small sities 
are in service today! 


That's right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


ia mA “eT 
7 ar 
No experience necessary. 
You don't need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated—so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


. BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 
every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 


and business plans. 


We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade’’...all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 
gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course.” 


Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 

Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO 1T TODAY! 


FOLEYBELSAW INSTITUTE of 
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 


50920 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 


BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Gall—ever! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE ,50920FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 
\ BELSAUW / 


(YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair, | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


YOu 
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train to be your own boss 

in @ profitable Sparetime Address. 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete 
petals Ms au 30- ay 
NO K Tria 


City 
State Zip 
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WRESTLING'S BEST — 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eeubishea monty) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual “Year-End Awards Issue”’ provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements, in our special 
fan ballot. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . . . Each issue’s ttn) 
‘Press Conference”’ brings you a probing interview with one of wate 
wrestling’s top names . . . “Wrestling Enquirer’ brings you the up-to-the- 
minute news as of presstime . . . Award-winning columns from wrestling’s 
most respected staff of independent journalists . .. Comprehensive 
ratings, plus a special page of ‘Ratings Analysis” . . . 
All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


WH 
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INSIDE WRESTLING eubishea monty) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous ‘‘Hotseat”’ interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals voice their hatred over 
the airwaves . . . Award-winning columns from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where 
Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile” provides a 
mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major mat star . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘‘Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . ‘Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive ‘‘Q & A”’ interview with one 

of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . ‘Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 
RSS aig ae ee as ae Bt Md toe OR RT RP Ch i Se RE EN 


Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 as payment in full. 


Beret Tari Shans 36 Magazines For Only $42! 
x 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Name 
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Cl ee ee ee ee Se Si eee ee 


| (Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57. U.S. funds only) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue | 


